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Attest one dead in ios Angeles quake 


L OS ANGELES (R) A itron£ cuirihqiuLc ihook L» Angdc* ami 
surrounding Towns ia the morning nun hooi on Friday, killing at least one 
perton, triggering rod *Jnie4 and icndasg frightened "people pouting into 
the Hnreti. One woman died when she nu struck by a lolling steel beam 
in a sable at Santa Anita f aoeUaCk. another woman wtu cut by shattered 
glass and at least 14 people were treated lot minor injuries. A 15-metre 
senior, or the wall of the posadnu playhouse theatre. 12 kilometres east 
of Los Angctcs city uentre, cotiapaccj. A main shopping street of suburban 
Paudeiu — Colorado Boulevard — was lirtcnni with glass from hundreds 
of shaicrcd shop windows A furniture shop lost all its windows and 
people wandered in and out of the displays until police set up harriers 
Rock slides were adso reported in Parade na. an affluent (own with 
mansions belonging to same of fhe most prominent families of southern 
California. The earthquake, in an area of nine million pcopie used to 
earth ircmare, measured O.G oa the ridtter scale, strong enough to cause 
severe damage, (he CaWorrua Institute of Technology reported 
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Saddam tells Shiites he’ll forget the past 

BAGHDAD (Rj — President Saddam Hussein has t-.nd the Shine* of 
Karbala he u willing to forget Ihcir post- Gulf war rebellion. “Those who 
mode mistakes, we consider their deeds as pan of the past, and a new 
beginning will start/’ he told religious leaders from the holy city who 
visited him onlSiursday evening, the Iraqi News Agency reported. Shiites 
in Karbala controlled the city lor 10 days in March. They killed several 
senior government and Baaih Party officials. Republican Guard units 
crushed the rebel* after live days of fierce fighting which damaced the 
shnno of Imam Hussein, grandson of the Prophet Mohammad, and his 
brother Abbas. The tomb of their far her. Imam Ali. :s in ihc nearby city of 
Na;af. It was also damaged during the Shiite uprising. President Saddam 
urged Karbala religious leaders to cooperate with government and party 
officials to speed up repairs so that Shiite pilgrims can visit the shrines 
again soon 
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Government to seek Parliament 
vote in extraordinary session 

Water , health, employment and economy are priorities 


No change whatsover in stand vis-a-vis Palestine issue 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Taher Masri has reaffirmed 
thar his government will present 
its programme to and seek a vote 
of confidence from Parliament 
during the legislative body's ex- 
traordinary session which begins 
next month rather than wah for 
the lawmakers to begin their reg- 
ular session in October. 

Mr. Masri, in a meeting Thurs- 
day with the chief editors of 
Jordanian newspapers, said the 
decision to seek an early voce of 
confidence from Parliament was 
supported by his coalition 
cabinet. 

“It is meaningless for any gov- 
ernment to function for four or 
five months and implement its 
programmes without the confi- 
dence of Parliament,” he said. 

Despite the absence of Muslim 
Brotherhood members in the 
government, Mr. Masri said, his 
cabinet remained very much a 
national unity coalition. He dis- 
closed that be had offered the 
■ ■ same portfolios less the Ministry 
of Education to the Brotherhood, 
but the movement had “regrett- 


ably turned down the offer." 

Mr. Masri noted that the 
Ministry of Education, which was 
headed by a Brotherhood mem- 
ber in the Badran government. 

had sparked controversies and 
this was tbe reason he held back 
that portfolio from the move- 
ment. 

Mr. Masri said his contacts and 
meetings with the Islamic bloc 
were not a tactic but were pan of 
a sincere effort to convince the 
movement to take part in the 
government. 

Masri said he pursued contacts 
with other blocs in the Lower 
House but not with all the 80 
members of the House because it 
was impossible to contact such a 
number of deputies. The Muslim 
Brotherhood did not enter the 
government but the other blocs 
did. he noted. 

The prime minister said that 
the government formation came 
at a time when the country is 
passing through special circum- 
stances. “The change in govern- 
ment comes at a time when Jor- 
dan is passing through special 


circumstances, " said Mr. Masn. 
who held the external affairs pert- 
folio in the Badran government. 

He reject d suggestions (hat his 
government would primarily aim 
at securing a negotiated settle- 
ment to the Palestinian problem. 
"We will not sell out any Arab 
rights,” he said. The prime minis- 
ter referred to the letter nf 
appointment given to him by His 
Majesty King Hussein and said: 
“Jordan's political line is firm and 
has never changed. My govern- 
ment will pursue the same policy 
as that of the previous govern- 
ment concerning the Palestinian 
question.” 

Mr. Masri experessed surprise 
at what he described as ground- 
less rumours and accusations at 
the government. “We, as a coun- 
try and a leadership, want an 
honourable solution to the 
Palestinian question in line with 
international legitimacy. The 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) is the sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people, and as such 
the PLO will talk about the Pales- 


tione question in unv future tuSk:. 
on this issue." 

The prime minister said that 
(he letter of designation had 
made it clear that the new gov- 
ernment would he devoted com- 
pletely to dealing with internal 
issues," particularly at this stage, 
when we are paving the ground 
for political activities and the 
formation of political parlies. 

Three fourths of the letter of 
designation arc dedicated to in- 
ternal issues." he noted. The 
government has already started 
examining draft laws on political 
parties and press and publications 
in preparation for presenting 
them to the parliament, he said. 

"Differences in opinion are a 
healthy phenomenon as long as 
they are presented within the 
democratic framework and within 
the accepted norms of dealing,” 
he said. 

Mr. Masri called on people to 
lessen their reliance on the gov- 
ernment and to rely more on 
themselves. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Guns blaze in Algiers, Islamic 
leader threatens holy war 


ALGIERS (R) — G uns blazed in 
the streets of A2^reT 3 fixfiry~ arid a” 
Muslim fundamentalist leader 
threatened to launch a holy war 
unless troops and tanks with- 
drew. 

Militants threw up barricades 
to defy an army crackdown. 
Shooting broke out shortly before 
Abassi Madani. leader of the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
told thousands of Friday prayet 
worshippers: 

“If the army does not with- 
draw, we will be obliged to call a 
jihad (holy war).” 

There was no word of casual- 
ties from the mid-morning gun- 
fire or from shooting during the 
night, some of the heaviest since 
unrest' began last month. 

Troops and tanks tried to dis- 


Benjedid quits as FLN chief 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian President Chadli Benjedid has resigned 
as chairman of the National Liberation Front (FLN) which has ruled 
the country since independence in 1962, the Algerian news agency 
APS said Friday. 

APS quoted sources close to the party central committee as saying 
Mr. Benjedid would remain as an ordinary party member. 

Tbe committee on Friday ended an extended meeting which 
debated the violent dashes between security forces and Islamic 
fundamentalists. 


courage crowds heading for mos- 
ques identified as likely flash- 
points in a five-week-old con- 
frontation between Atgieria's 
secularist rulers and Islamic ex- 
tremists. 

But thousands of people 
streamed from narrow side 
streets, gathering outside Kouba 


mosque where Mr. Madani 
spoke. 

An army helicopter clattered 
towards Bab A1 Oued and nearby 
Bouzereah suburbs, bastions of 
the FIS and which saw most of 
tbe overnight shooting. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Yugoslav planes blast rebel 
Slovenia, EC sends envoys 


Kashmir 
militants 
hold Israeli 

SRINAGAR. India. (Rj — 
Kashmiri militants holding an 
Israeli said on Friday they would 
keep him pending an investiga- 
tion of a kidnap attempt by 
another militant group that ended 
with one Israeli dead and three 
wounded in a gunfight. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Li- 
beration Front (JKLF) did not 
say how long that would be, but 
captured Israeli Yair Yitzhaki 
told Reu'tres by telephone he did 
not fear being killed. 

“From the beginning, (hey said 
'we are not going to kill you.' At 
first I was not sure they were not 
going to kill me. Now I am sure 
they are not going to kill me." he 
said afrer a JKLF caller handed 
the phone to him. 

Yitzhaki, who said he was 
blindfolded and had no idea 
where he was. said his new cap- 
tors were “like angels io me." 

"Do you know what it is to 
know you are going to die and 
someone gives you life and a 
touch of love? They were so good 


i 



Prime Minister Taher Masri (second from Mil 
Thursday meets with the chief editors of Jordanian 
newspapers’ Mr. Mahmoud AJ Kayed of Ai Ra’i 
i third from left). Mr. Hashem Kreishai of Sawt Al 
Shaab. Dr. Musa KeUani of Al Duslour and Mr. 
George Hawauneh of the Jordan Times (with back 


to tbe camera I in a meeting attended by Informa- 
tion Minister Khaied Al Karaki Cleft j. Information 
Coder-Secretary Trad Al Fayez I right) and Jordan 
News Agency Director-general Ati Safadi (Petra 
photo) 


Bush says Iraq violated 
ceasefire, U.S. options open 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. PRESIDENT George Bush 
said Friday that Iraq had violated 
the Gulf war ceasefire by refusing 
to allow U.N. observers to in- 
spect an Iraqi base where 
Washington believes nuclear 
materials are stored. 

.Asked whether Iraq's action 
had violated the ceasefire. Mr. 
Bush told reporters on air force 
one: "Yes. without a, doubt. 
There's inconirav enable evi- 
dence to this effect — incort- 
troavertiable. unarguable." 

Friday. Iraqi soldiers fired into 
the air to chase U.N. inspectors 
away front an Iraqi base. U.N. 
officials said. 

"From the V S. standpoint, we 
can': permit (Iraq) to go back on 


Saddam tells officials to 
cooperate with U.N. team 

BAGHDAD (R> — President Saddam Hussein ordered officials 
Friday to cooperate fully with the U.N. team inspecting Iraqi 
nuclear sites, the Iraqi News Agency reported. 

An Information Ministry statement said: “The president autho- 
rised the minister of foreign affairs to order at once that all parties 
and organs concerned allow, with no hesitation, the U.N. 
representatives to see or inspect what they wish.” 

The Iraqi News Agency said President Saddam was speaking at a 
meeting of the ruling Revolution Command Council on Friday 
night. 

“The president has ordered all responsible authorities to 
cooperate in full with the U.N. representatives and make their 
mission easy in tine with commitments pledged by Iraq," the 
agency said. 


this solemn agreement and to 
threaten people thar are there 


(Continued on page 5) 


Strike 

paralyses 

occupied 

territories 

JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories staged a general strike on 
Friday to protest at Israel's 
"annexation" of Arab Jerusalem 
24 years ago. 

Shops, factories and businesses 
closed and traffic stopped in most 
pans of the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including Arab Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel "annexed" Arab Jeru- 
salem on June 2S. 19<>7 t less than 
a month after occupying it along 
with the West Bank and Gaza 
and part of the Golan Heights 
during the Middle East war. 

Leaders of the 42-month-old 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule issued a leaflet saying: 

“We call upon our masses to 
consider this day a day of special 
struggle against the annexation 
and to confirm that Jerusalem is 
Arab and the capital of the 
Palestinian state.” 

In Gaza, three masked Palesti- 
nians set ablaze an Israeli bus 
near the village of Beit Hanoun. 
reporters said. The masked men 
ordered workers off the bus be- 
fore setting it afire. 

Palestinians in the occupied 
territories observe partial strikes 
every day and full strikes on days 
designated by uprising leaders. 

Israel, eager to tighten its grip 
on Arab Jerusalem, has settled 
about 120.000 Jews in the 
"annexed” area and in the Jewish 
quarter of the Old City. 

Activists took to the streets in a 

(Continued on page 51 
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BELGRADE (Agencies) — Tbe 
Yugoslav army said Friday ft was 
halting a thru-day military blitz 
against breakaway Slovenia after 
seizing all frontier posts between 
the republic and neighbouring 
countries. 

Tanjug news agency 
announced an end to the offen- 
sive by federal forces after the* 
northern republic’s airports from 
the air and sent tanks and troops 
to control its last frontier posts. 

"The Yugoslav army says it 
gained control over all border 
crossings in Slovenia and therefore 
ceases further activities,” Tanjug 
said. 

There was no immediate reac- 


tion from leaders in Slovenia. 
Earlier, the Slovenian president 
said he was ready to negotiate, 
but only after federal attacks 
stopped. 

At least nine people have died 
in fighting since Slovenia and 
neighbouring Croatia declared 
Tuesday they were seceding from 
the troubled Balkan federation. 
The government responded to 
tbe independence declarations 
with a massive show of force, 
focusing on Slovenia’s airports 
and border crossings. 

Federal fighter-bombers 
blasted missiles at Slovenia’s 
main Ljubljana airport. Two Au- 
strian news photographers were 


killed when they were caught in a 
firelight near the airport between 
federal army troops and Slovene 
territorial units. 

Slovene Defence Minister 
Janes Jansa, speaking on Ljubl- 
jana Television, said Thursday 
there were about 100 killed and 
injured on both sides, but there 
was no independent confirmation 

Slovene Information Minister 
Jelko Kadn told reporters the 
airport at Maribor, Slovenia's 
second-largest, also was attacked 
from tbe air. But several people 
at the airport, about 100 
kilometres northeast of Ljubl- 

(Continued oa page 5) 


to me. I like them so much." said 
Yitzhaki. who said he was unhurt 
but sounded os if he w as in shock, 
sobbing frequently. 

The JKLF. the main group 
fighting India for a secular, 
reunited and independent Kash- 
mir. has opposed kidnappings. It 
first said it would soon free Yit- 
zhaki. but changed its mind. 

A spokesman said the JKLF 
decided to set up a committee to 
investigate the attempted kidnap- 
ping of six Israelis on Thursday 
by a fundamentalist group influ- 
enced by the Iranian revolution, 
and would keep Yitzhaki until it 
was over. 

The original kidnappers are 
fighting to join Pakistan, which 
controls one-third of Kashmir. 

Three Israelis wounded in the 
gunfight and an unhurt compan- 
ion escaped their captors after 
fighting back following their 
abduction from a houseboat on a 
Srinagar lake. 

One militant was killed, along 
with Israeli Erez Cahana, 22, the 
first foreigner to die since the 
anti-Indian revolt erupted in 
January. 1990. Police have re- 
ported more than 2,400 deaths 
since then. 

Yitzhaki said he survived by 
hiding in shrubs for about six 
hours before being driven out of 
cover by thirst. He went to a 
house and began shouting in the 
courtyard, he said. 

“The servant came out and hit 
me on my head. She thought 1 
wanted to kidnap her. And then 
al! the villagers came out and 
started to hit me. Everyone in (he 
village. They wanted io take me 
to the police.” 

Then the JKLF came and took 
him away, Yizhaki said. 


Shamir polishes ‘Jordan is Palestine’ 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
told a visiting British delegation 
Friday That Palestinians already 
ftave a state in Jordan, an aide 

said. . ■ 

Linda Shimon, spokeswoman 
for the prime minster, confinned 
a radio repent that quoted Mr. 
Shamir as saying “Palestinians 
a re the majority in. Jordan and 
therefore they cannot claim they, 
have no state or homeland.” 

Mr. Shamir’s remarks to mem- 
hets of the British Labour Party, 
-omc as the United Slates is 
jjying to start Middle East peace 
alks that could be derided the 
fate of the 1,7 million Palestinians 
i„ the occupied West Bank and 

Gaza Strip. . „ 

The “Jordan is Palestine 
thfory.has been used often by 
Israeli leaders to oppose a 
Palestinian state. 

Mr.- Shimon also quoted Mr. 


Shamir as saying be still wants a 
dialogue with Arab slates and 
feels “the start of negotiations 
will be an achievement in itself, 
even if in the beginning we won’t 
see any remits.” 

Meanwhile, the daily Hadashot 
quoted chief of staff Ebud Barak 
as wanting of a future war 
“Israel stands before a period 
of derision and before it are two 
possibilities: either negotiations 
wifl begin, or we will begin tbe 
countdown toward a comprehen- 
sive war ” General Barak said at 
a meeting with an army unit. 

Mr. Shamir was also quoted 
Friday as saying that only war 
could after Syria's hostility to 
Israel. Asked in an interview with 
the daily Ycdioth Ahronoth 
whether Israel could end Syria’s 
hostility, Mr. Sfaamfr responded: 
“I don’t believe that a coun- 
try's policy can be changed due to 
an ifiuence of outside elements. 


unless these elements cause a 
drastic change in the balance of 
power in that country be going to 
war.” 

If somebody wants Israel to 
decide on taking Syria out of the 
circle of hostility, then maybe he 
is offering an action of war 
against Syria. I do not support 
it.” 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens virtually ruled out 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
Wednesday as a candidate for 
peace talks with Israel. 

“I think Assad is really not in a 
category of people interested in 
malting peace with Israel,” Mr. 
Arens fold a news conferee?. “He 
has pursued a consistently hostile 
policy” . 

Mr. Arens said Syna was 
adding to its stockpile of missiles 
and posed the kind of threat 
Israel experienced during the 
Gulf war from Iraqi Scud attacks. 
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U.N. chief says 
progress made 




lll£§ 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said Thursday 
:hat not enough progress had 
'^een made to hold a high-level 
conference on the question of 
Cyprus. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar also left 
open for the time being the issue 
of who would attend such a meet- 
ing. 

At a closed-door briefing for 
Security Council members, he 
proposed that two of his top aides 
confer during July and August 
■vith all parties concerned to try 
to work out a set of ideas cover- 
ing all points of an outline agree- 
ment. 

Cyprus has been virtually parti- 
tioned between Greek Cypriots 
end Turkish Cypriots since 1974, 
vfien troops from Turkey occu- 
pied the northern part of the 
island after a short-lived coup in 
Nicosia engineered by the milit- 
ary junta then ruling Greece. 

The United Nations has been 
trying for years to reunite the 
island under a federal system with 
Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cyp- 
riot provinces. 

The Turkish Cypriots, who in 
1983 proclaimed their own break- 
away slate recognised only by 
Ankara, at present control about 
37 per cent of the territory. 

Referring to rival proposals by 
the two sides for an international 
meeting on Cyprus, Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said: “It is indispensable 
‘.hat the two sides are within 
agreement range before the be- 
ginning of such a meeting. 

“I therefore propose to reiview 
:he situation at the end of August 
vith particular reference to 
• vhether the conditions are ripe to 
proceed with a high-level interna- 
tional meeting and to consult with 
•.he council accordingly.” 

He suggested that his special 
representative in Cyprus, Oscar 
Camilion. and a senior official at 
U.N. headquarters, Gustave 
“eissel, should meanwhile “meet 
.vith all concerned to try to work 
out a set of ideas on each of the 
.:ght headings of the outline.” 

The Security Council was ex- 
pected to issue a statement on 


Arens rejects 
■iid linkage 

•VASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
.Israeli Defence Minister Moshe 
\rens says that Israel’s impend- 
ing request for S10 billion in 
housing loan guarantees to settle 
Soviet Jews should not be tied to 
U.S. calls for halting Jewish set- 
tlements in the Israeli-occupied , 
Arab lands and he makes it dear 
that Israel will fiercely resist such 
linkage... 

Mr. Arens, in a talk at the 
Washington Institute for Near 
Hast Policy, said that in talks here 
with Defence Secretary Richard 
3. Cheney and other senior admi- 
nistration officials, the question 
of linking the housing guarantees 
and settlements had not come up. 
That appeared to conflict with 
reports in the Baltimore Sun and 
Washington Times that Vice- 
President Dan Quayie had 
warned Mr. Arens that it would 
be difficult to grant Israel’s re- 
quest if the settlements issue is 
unresolved. The papers quoted 
Mr. Quayie spokesman David 
Beckwith. 

But the Israeli embassy said 
that Mr. Arens, had dented re- 
ceiving such a warning from Mr. 
Quayie. An official in Mr. 
Quayie’s office affirmed yester- 
day that there had been “no 
linkage” of the two issues during 
Aren’s meeting with the vice 
president. 

Mr. Arens also said the Middle 
East peace process was stymied 
and accused Syria of buying new 
weapons with Saudi Arabian 
money for war against the Jewish 
state. 


Friday endorsing the secretary- 
general's proposals. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar, who is 
due to pay a private visit to 
Turkey in early July, said prog- 
ress was urgently necessary on 
the issues of territorial adjust- 
ments and displaced persons. 

These concerns the area that 
would come under Greek Cypriot 
administration, enabling a sub- 
stantial number of displaced 
Greek Cypriots to return and the 
number of Greek Cypriots who 
would be able to live in area to be 
administered by the Turkish Cyp- 
riot community. 

The U.N. chief, whose state- 
ment to the council was made 
available to reporters, said the 
council might wish to reflect on 
who would attend any high-level 
meeting and we would turn to ii 
in due course for guidance. 

Greece and Cyprus have prop- 
osed an international conference 
presided over by the secretary- 
general and attended by Greece. 
Turkey, Cyprus the two Cypriot 
communities and the five perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council — the United States, the 
Soviet Union, Britain. China and 
France. 

The Turkish Cypriots strongly 
object to this, on grounds that the 
Cyprus government represents 
only the Greek Cypriots, who 
would therefore be doubly repre- 
sented. Turkey has proposed in- 
stead quadripartite talks involv- 
ing the leaders of the two Cypriot 
communities. Turkey and 
Greece. 

Cyprus has informed the U.N. 
secretary -general that Turkey 
must declare its position on two 
specific issues before the dead- 
locked talks can resume, govern- 
ment spokesman Akis Farms 
said. 

Mr. Fantis said this was the gist 
of the government’s reply to a 
letter the U.N. chief sent this 
week to the governments o? Cyp- 
rus, Greece. Turkey and the 
breakaway state in north Cyprus. 

Raouf Denktash, the president 
of the Turkish Cypriot state, said* 
Wednesday that Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar in his letter had 


accepted a Turkish proposal for 
talks among those four parties for 
a Cyprus settlement. 

He was speaking to reporters 
on his return from Turkey where 
he conferred with President Tur- 
gut Ozal. 

Peace talks between President 
George Vassiliou. the Greek 
Cvpriot leader, and Mr. De- 
nktash conducted under the per- 
sonal aeigs of Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar. have" been deadlocked since 
January 

The planned visit to Turkey 
Julv 6-9 by Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
and U.S. President George 
Bush's plan to visit Greece and 
Turkey July 17-21 have fuelled 
speculation about an imminent 
breakthrough. 

Mr. Fantis said that the Cyprus 
reply io Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
“stresses once more that what is 
important is the substance, and 
not the procedure. 

“It stresses the need for Turkey 
to respond :o the basic questions 
raised by the secretary-general so 
that the conditions for convening 
a conference on Cyprus can be 
me:. ” 

The two questions deal with 
rite extent of the Turkish Cypriot 
territory in a proposed bi-zional 
Cyprus federation and the num- 
ber of Greek Cypriot refugees 
who would be allowed tc return 
to their homes in the Turkish 
occupied zone. 

Mr. Denktash was quoted by 
the semiofficial Turkish Anatolia 
news agency as saying that during 
his talks with Mr. Ozal “we have 
not discussed what to give and 
what to take, but evaluated on 
what basics we stand firm and 
from which we can make some 
sacrifices.” 

He identified the "basics” as 
being his government, and a 
guarantee that rhe two-zone na- 
ture of the proposed federal Cyp- 
rus republic could not be diluted. 

Mr. Ozal had earlier proposed 
a four-party meeting. It was re- 
jected by Cyprus and Greece 
because it would give equal status 
to the breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
state. 


Returning U=S= troopers 
out of job at 


WEYMOUTH. Massachusetts 
(AP) — Charles Bullard came 
home from the Gulf war to a 
triumphant welcome, a deafening 
chorus of gratitude and patriot- 
ism. Bat when the echoes died 
away, be found himself without a 
paycheck. 

“You go over there and you 
risk your life, and you come back 
and the they gave your job 
away," said Mr. Bullard, a 
National Guardsman who work- 
ed as a child-care counsellor be- 
fore he went to war. 

In an aircraft hangar only 
weeks ago festooned with flags, 
balloons and yellow ribbons for 
returning soldiers, Mr. Bullard 
and more than 1,000 of his col- 
leagues searched for work Thurs- 
day at a job fair organised by 
navy officials alarmed at the high 
□umber of Gulf veterans out of 
work. 

“The largest problem facing 
returning Desert Storm veterans 
by far is unemployment,” said 
Navy Commander Job a W. 
James, Desert Storm transition 
director at South Weymouth nav- 
al air station near Boston. “If the 
problem is as widespread nation- 
wide as we know it now is in New 
England, then we hope job fairs 
for veterans will become the new 
focus of public attention." 

A navy survey of 300 New 
England Gulf war veterans found 
an unemployment rate of 21.5 per 
cent — more than twice the re- 
gional average and three times 
the national average. 

Veterans came to Thursday's 
job fair from all over New Eng- 
land. 


“When the parades are all over 
and the welcomes are ail given 
cut, I still don't have a job,” said 
Antonio Randolph, a navy veter- 
an who flew reconnaissance 
above the Gulf. 

Mr. Randolph is living at 
home, working part-time in the 
kitchen of the veterans adminis- 
tration hospital while looking for 
a better job. and “trying to keep 
a positive attitude. But the odds 
are hard to overcome.” 

Most of the 57 employers at the 
job fair — among them banks, 
federal and state agencies and 
retail stores — had sparse en- 
couragement to offer, their hiring 
plans on hold because of New 
England’s slumping economy. 

“By being here, we are at least 
trying to show we care, but I 
don’t have any jobs to offer,” 
said James Flynn, employment 
manager for Kaman Aerospace 
Corporation , which has laid off 
6C0 employees in the last 18 
months. 

Tm collecting die resumes," 
Mr. Flynn said with a gesture 
towards a five-centimetre pSe of 
neatly typed credentials. “It's 
said. It’s nice to talk to so many 
people, but on the other band I 
wish they didn't have to be here. ” 
Gary Skellett. a National 
Guardsman, balanced his year- 
old daughter, Ashley, in one arm 
and a pen in the other as be filled 
out job applications. His em- 
ployer shut down while Mr. Skel- 
lett was in the Gulf. 

“Every job I applied for, there 
were 100 applicants.” be said. 
“All the hoopla’s over, and Tm 
broke. The bills are coming in." 


Iran and 
S. Arabia 
to upgrade 
relations 

NICOSIA l R) — Iran and Saudi 
Arabia, forging closer ties after 
years of tension, will exchange 
ambassadors soon. Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Al: Akbar Velavati said 
Friday. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA. quoting Mr. Velayati’s 
remarks on his return to Tehran 
from visits to Saudi Arabia. Bri- 
tain and Switzerland, did not say 
when the envoys would be 
appointed. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia. Muslim 
rivals and the world's biggest oil 
exporters, resumed diplomatic 
relations in March after years of 
acrimony caused by Iran's 1979 
Islamic revolution and the 1980- 
88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Mr. Velavati held two rounds 
of :alks with Saudi King Fahd and 
three meetings with Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud Al Faisal 
las: week, when he performed 
Haj in Mecca. 

Some 117.000 Iranian pilgrims 
performed the pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca last week for the first rime 
since I9S7 when 400 people, 
mostly Iranians, were killed in 
clashes with Saudi security forces 
during an Iranian demonstration 
in the Holy City. 

Western diplomats said the Ira- 
nians' behaviour made the Haj a 
showcase of President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani's new policy 
of seeking cooperation rather 
than confrontation with conserva- 
tive Gulf Arab states. 

An Iranian rally in Mecca on 
June 18 in which pilgrims shouted 
“Death to America.” and "Death 
to Israel” ended without incident. 

Iran’s Shi’ite Muslim leaders, 
following the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, insist that 
Muslims should raise political de- 
mands during Haj. 

The conservative Saudis ban 
political activities during the pil- 
grimage. but allowed the Iranians 
to hold their rally away from 
other pilgrims. 

Mr. Velavati said the way the 
Haj was conducted “suited the 
dignity of the Islamic revolu- 
tion...’ the Saudis too fulfilled the 
commitments properly.” 

Iranian mobs sacked the Saudi 
embassy in Tehran after the 19S7 
deaths and Riyadh officials 
branded Iranian leaders blood- 
thirsty madmen. The Saudis se- 
vered* ties in April 1988. 

But the two countries were 
brought together by Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait last year although 
Iran, which remained neutral in 
the crisis, criticised Saudi Arabia 
for inviting U.S. forces to the 
region. 

Earlier, the halting of the Iran- 
Iraq war in which the Saudis gave 
Baghdad billions of dollars had 
eased tensions between Tehran 
and Riyadh. 

The IRNA report, monitored 
in Nicosia, made no reference to 
an incident on Wednesday when 
Mr. Velayati cancelled a news 
conference after about 30 demon- 
strators attacked an Iranian 
embassy car in a Geneva hotel, 
j The Swiss police and Foreign 
Ministry said Mr. Velayati was 
not in the limousine which was 
petted with eggs and had two 
windows smashed. 

But several callers to news 
organisations claimed they were 
among the demonstrators who 
dragged Mr. Velayati from the car 
and beat him. 

Shortly after the incident, the 
French Foreign Ministry said Mr. 
Velayati had postponed a visit to 
Paris due to start later that day. 

Mr. Velayati was expected to 
sign an agreement for a final 
settlement of financial disputes 
with France dating back to the 
1970s, paving the way for restor- 
ation of full diplomatic ties with 
France and a Paris visit by Raf- 
sanjani, his first to the West since 
Iran's Islamic revolution. 


China denies report of 
unclear arms aid to Iran 


BELTING ( AP) — China has 
called an American news report 
that it was helping Iran develop 
nuclear weapons “sheer fabrica- 
tion.” 

Wednesday’s Washington Post 
carried a commentary by syndi- 
cated columnists Rowland Evans 
and Robert Novak that said Ira- 
nian President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani had sent about 20 nuclear 
technicians to Beijing for special 
training. 

The columnists also referred to 
statements in Washington by 
Mohammad Mohaddessin, a top 
Iranian opposition leader, that 
Iran was determined to develop 
nuclear weapons and was looking 
to China for assistance. 

“It is a totally groundless re- 
port and sheer fabrication,” said 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Wo 
Jianmin at a weekly briefing. 

He repeated for* the second 
straight week China’s standard 
policy statement on nuclear pro- 
liferation: “The position China 
adheres to is that does not advo- 
cate, encourage nor practise nuc- 
lear proliferation or does it help 
other countries develop nuclear 
weapons. 

However. Algeria ased 
Chinese aid to build a nuclear 
reactor that experts say is too 
small to generate power economi- 
cally and too large for research. 
In the 1980s. China also secretly 
sold India at least 130 tonnes of 
“heavy water.” used to make 
plutonium, a nuclear weapons 
component. 

Mr. Mohaddessin. director of 
the international affairs section of 
the Mujabedeen-e-Khalq of Iran, 
has said that in the past year, the 
Iranian government has allocated 
S200 million to its nuclear 
weapons programme. He said 
Iran is prepared to pay for help, 
and thinks China is the most 
likely candidate because it wants 
hard currencv. 


Mr. Wu, however, said China 
supports arms control in the Mid- 
dle East and will cooperate with 
other four major arms suppliers 
to the Middle East at a meeting in 
Paris next month on the issue. 

China is the world's fiftb- 
largest weapons exporter, and the 
Middle East has been one of the 
largest markets for CSiinese mis- 
siles. 

Mr. Wu said Vice Foreign 
Minister Liu Huaqtri would rep- 
resent China at the meeting origi- 
nally proposed by the United' 
States. 

“We are willing to explore with 
all the parties the basic principles 
of arms control in the Middle 
East so as to promote stability is 
the' region with a lower level of 
armament,” he said. 

Iraqis can 
travel where 
they want 

BAGHDAD (R) — The head of 
Iraq’s passport office said on Fri- 
day that Iraqis were free to travel 
wherever they wanted without 
having to say where or why they 
were going. 

Major-General Samir Hameed 
told the army newspaper Al 
Qadissiya in an interview that 
passports were readily available. 

“The citizens will not be ques- 
tioned about their reason for 
travelling or where they want to 
travel,” he said. 

For the first time. Iraqis would 
be able to have a multi-exit per- 
mit. valid foT one year. Passports 
are valid for four years. 

“It has become a very quick 
process that even within one hour 
you can have your passport,” 
Gen. Hameed said. 

Iraq lifted a ban on travel on 
Mav 15. 


Health worries increasing 
over Kuwaiti oil fires 


KUWAIT (R) — Despite 
official assurances. Kuwaiti 
scientists are growing in- 
creasingly worried that thick' 
black smoke billowing from 
hundreds of burning oil wells 
could plague the "emirate’s 
health for" decades. 

A leading oil researcher 
said on Friday oil particles 
and noxious gases from the 
fires — set ablaze during the 
Gulf war — were already 
causing serious problems and 
might have grave long-term 
effects. 

“We could see an increase 
in asthma, eye allergies, in- 
fections of the respiratory 
system and other serious dis- 
eases," Jassem Bisbara of the 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific 
Research told the newspaper 
Al Qabas. 

A doctor at Kuwait’s chest 
hospital said last week health 
experts had not entirely ruled 
out the possibility that the ofl 
fires could cause cancer. 

"We’ll only really know in 
20 years time.” said car- 
diologist Mohammad Shafr. 

The Kuwaiti Health Minis- 
try says the fires do not pose 
a serious threat. But whenev- 
er the fumes blow over 
Kuwait City, cloaking it in 
semi-darkness, many resi- 
dents complain of headaches 
and breathing problems. 

The city has enjoyed 
reasonably clear weather - 
since April because the wind 
blew rhe smoke out over the 
Gulf or south towards Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain. 

But for the last week resi- 
dents have choked on a swirl- 
ing cocktail of sand and 
smoke because of a change in 
wind direction. 

Pharmacies cannot stock 
masks and inhalers fast 
enough to keep up with de- 


mand. Hospitals receive a 
steady stream of asthmatics 
afraid of respiratory collapse. 

More than a quarter of 
some 600 burning oil wells 
have been brought under 
control. The government 
hopes to have most mastered 
by next March. 

But just 30 kilometres from 
Kuwait Gty the landscape is 
dotted with fires belching 
thick clouds of grey and black 
into the sky. Around the 
wells of the Al Ahmadi field, 
south of the dty, the few 
surviving trees and plants are 
choking in soot. 

The animal life of the de- 
sert, including lizards and 
small birds, has vanished. 

“It is a catastrophe,” said 
Ali Khuraibet of the Kuwait 
environment action team . 
“Oil may be seeping into the 
ground water in some areas, 
which means it is entering the 
food chain through irrigation 
of farmland." 

Mr. Khuraibet said that the 
carbon monoxide emissions 
were almost certainly causing 
an increase in global warm- 
ing, affecting weather pat- 
terns and ecosystems around 
the world. 

Scientists have observed 
partides from the fires set- 
tling as far afield as Japan 
and Hawaii and expect them 
to reach the west coast of 
Canada and the United 
States within a few months. 

1 Nobody has concluded a 
full sdentific study of the 
effects of the Gres on health 
or the environment, but ex- 
perts say the damage could 
take a generation to clear. 

“Until research is done, we 
can only guess at the magni- 
tude of die problem,” Mr. 
Khuraibet said. 


MIDDLE EAST ME WS Pi 

American editor Investigated on Israeli coinpfaJnt 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Mkbaet leaner, an American niagazme editor 
who was here to lead a conference on Middle Eastra^isrie^ 
investigated on a complaint of incitement, pohee saw 
charge was filed by Eli Karamam, whose son was 
allegedly by Palestinian nationalists. Police said M 
charged that Mr. Lemer urged Israeli soktiett to refuse to serve 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, whftLCOuld amount to 
inciting the soldiers to break the law. “If he s adit, it couWbe 
incitement but... we have to understand the circumstances, a 
police spokesman said. “Just saying the senteace doesn’t make it 
an offence. You have to know who he said it to.” Mr. L erncr pas 
reportedly left: the country, following the -conference earfieyfjns. 
week organised by his Tikfcun magazine. Police said it was muikeay 
«n inci tem ent charge could lead to extradition,, adding, “it’s not 
such an offence. ”_Mr. Karamani’s son, Ronen, was one of two 
teenagers found stabbed to death last year in Arab Jerus alem . No 
aspects were arrested, but police said Palestinian nationalists were 
suspected. The slayings set off anti-Arab riots. . 

EC court annuls duties on Libyan, Saudi urea 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European Court of Justice annulled cm 
Thursday anti-dumping duties on urea imported from Saudi Arabia 
and Libya from the Al Jubail Fertiliser Company,. EC officials said. 
The Luxembourg-based court said the EC’s executive had not 
given Al Jubail an adequate right of reply against charges that it 
was damping the fertilizer at cut price rates on the community 
m ark ** It also said the commission had withheld important 
information on its findings from the company, which led to the 
imposition of definitive duties in 1968. 

Switzerland allows arms export to Turkey 

BERNE (R) — The Swiss government will allow exports of arms 
and mili tary equipment to Turkey to start again after banning sales 
at the start of the Gulf war, a Foreign Ministry spokesman said. 
Swiss law prohibits the export of arms or military equipment to 
countries which are at war, facing tire threar of conflict or in an area 
of dangerous tension. The spokesman said the government had 
decided exports, which were baited on Jan. 17, could continue 
because there were no indications Turkey was likely to become 
involved in a conflict. According to latest official figures, Switzer- 
land exported arms and materials worth 26 million Swiss francs 
($17 million at current exchange rates) to Turkey in 1969. 

Iran to draw up new anti-narcotics plan 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has begun a campaign to wipe out narcotics 
use in five years, the Islamic Republic News Agency reported. 
During the anti-narcotics crackdown, more than 2,000 alleged 
traffickers have been hanged and over 50,000 addicts imprisoned 
since December 1988. President Hashemi Ra&anjani chaired a 
meeting this week at which anti-narcotics command c e n t re s 
throughout the country were commissioned to draft separate 
five-year programmes, IRNA reported. The government news 
agency said that 2,000 drug traffickers, 20,000 addicts and more 
than eight tonnes of narcotics were seized between March 21 and 
May 21. 

U.N. begins relief air drops to Sudan 

NAIROBI (AP) — The United Nations has began air drop p in g 
food to thousands of Sudanese refugees who recently returned to 
their homeland from neighbouring Ethiopia. Paul a 

spokesman for the U.N. World FobdTrogramme in Rome, said a 
total of 500 tonnes of food would be dropped, enough to feed an ' 
estimated 110,000 refugees for two weeks. The operation was to 
begin Tuesday, but was postponed a day due to mechanical 
problems in the aircraft. The food is being flown from Loktehokio 
in northern Kenya to Nasir, a Sudanese town near the Ethiopian 
border where most of the refugees have gathered. Mr. Mitchell 
said the onset of the rainy season has turned the area into a swamp, 
inaccessible by road and lacking airstrips where large airplanes can 
land. Therefore, most of the food most be dropped by air. The 
food, mostly grains, was donated by two U.S.-based relief 
organisations, World Vision and Catholic Relief Services. 

Philippines expels Iraqi national 

MANILA (R) — The Philippines expelled Friday an Iraqi 
national suspected of involvement in a failed bomb attack on a 
U.S. government library in Manila last January. Saad Kadhim, 
32, was flown to Jordan from where be will be taken by land to 
Iraq, a Manila airport official said. Mr. Kadhhn, who came to 
Manila as a tourist, was wounded on Jan. 19 when a bomb which 
police said he tried to plant near the Thomas Jefferson library 
prematurely exploded. Police had said the attempt was in 
retaliation for U.S. bombing of Iraq during the GnK war. Mr. 
Kadhiro was the fourth Iraqi to be deported in connection with 
the incident. Manila earlier expelled an Iraqi consul and two Iraqi 
brothers. Mr. Kadhim had been held in custody at a police 
hospital since be was arrested after the bombing and had been 
kept away from the press until bis deportation Friday. 

Algeria legalises 17th political party 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has legalised its 17th political party, the 
Algerian Contemporary Muslim Party. The official APS news 
agency said it was headed by Ahmad Benmohammad, a former 
member of the extremist group Takfir oua Hijra who is now a 
university lecturer. Mr. Benmohammad says he now proposes a 
“generous” brand of Islam, transforming institutions to Muslim 
vines “gently and without convulsions.” Algeria, shaken by 
fundamentalist unrest, was a rigid one-party state from independ- 
ence in 1962 until reforms by President Chadli Benjedid in 1989 
allowed other parties. 

Vassiliou expected to bolster EC bid 

VALLETTA, Malta (AP) — Cypriot President George Vassiliou 
on Friday began a three-day visit that is expected to lead to 
greater cooperation in the two countries’ effots to gain European 
Community membership. Both islands applied a year ago to join 
the EC as fall members. Malta and Cyprus have many similarities. 


JOBfiAH TELEVISION 

Tek 7731 1 1-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

IScW Documentary 

IMI News in French 

19:15 Varieties 

1939 News in Hebrew 

2fcte News in Arabic 

2fcM The Bill Cosby Show 

21:OT Encounter 

Z2M News in English 

22:29 

Feature film: “Mommie 
Dearest" 

PRAYER TIMES 

0&52 Fajr 

0527 (Sunrise) Duha 

i>-« Dhutar 

Mtl9 ‘Asr 

IfeS* Maghreb 

DOS ‘Istaa 

CHURCHES 

St. May of Nasarcdi Church Swrifleh, 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

So. Joaepb Church Tel. 624590. 
Chare* of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 


De I* Sale Chore* Tcf. 661757 
Terrasanta Chart* Tel: 622366 
Chare* of the Aanaaciatien Tel. 
623541. 

AagHcn Church Tel. <425383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Ort ho dox Church Tcf. 
775261. 

SC Ephraim Chan* Te). 771751. 
Amman International Chon* Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chart* Tel: 
811295. 

The Chan* af Jcsai Christ at Latter- 
Star Satata Td. 815817. 654932 
Chari* at Nazaiene Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin soppScd by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Sight rise in temperatures win take 
place and winds w\B be northwesterly 
moderate to fresh. In Aqaba, winds 
win be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Mi-i ./max. temp. 

Amman 18/29 

Aqaba 26/38 

Deserts 19/33 

Iordan Valley 22/37 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 28. Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 60 per cent, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ayman Abdul Jabcr 614222 

Dr. Fakhri Abu Tayeb 885880 

Dr. Mohammad Al A wad ...... 741391 

Dr. Arafat aJ Ashhab 602507 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Saiaro pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637666 

DIB ID: 

Dr, Ali Omari (— ) 

Al Sbaraa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZAKQA; 


Dr. Hoham Al Sharabati ( — ) 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 

Gvil Defence Department 

Gvfl Defence Immediale 

Rescue 

Qvil Beef cnee Em e rge n cy 

Rescue Pohee 192.621111. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department 

Hotel Comptalncs 

Price Complain is 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone information 

(directory aststance) 

Overseas Cafis 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repain 

AbdaB Telephone Repairs 


Jordan T elevisi on 77311! 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Afia Ind. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J.Anm.... 642441/2 

Jabnl Amman Maternity 642362 

Mathas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shroctssutj 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaB 666127/37 

Al-Ahti. Abdali 664164/6 

Itafias. ALMnhajreen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir, J. AshraScb 775111/26 

Army, Maria W 16 II /15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Anil Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

Zartja Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaroa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
IbnSina Hospital <09)986732 

OtBlD: 

Princess Basra Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02 JZ7ZZ75 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


7hs information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at Uie Ouoeu Aba International 
Airport TcL (OS&XXXLS, where it 
should always be verified. 


97 J* Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

IfcIS New Delhi (RJ) 

IMS Kaadri, Dubai (Rj> 

lld6 ...................... Damascus (RJ) 

•IdS Aqaba (RJ) 

*7*5 Cairo l RJ) 

*9M Tripoli (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

*2^8 - . Sanaa (nr) 

*7JB Re(AZ) 

*fcte Paris. Damascus (AF) 

72M Cairo (MS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


•MS Damascus (RJ) 

•fete Aqaba (RT) 

11:10 Tripoli (RJ) 

12HJS .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12:11 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

12H6 Loudon (RJ) 

12*5 Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

IfeM Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

13s45 Cairo (RJ) 

Ifcte Tripoli (RJ) 

2fcM Jeddah (RJ) 

22:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 


Beinit(ME) 

E ==— sgfli 

23£S Damascus, Paris (AF) 


Upperfkrwcr price in fits per kg. 

Apple 

“““i-;-; 900/450 

Banana ( Mnfcamma r) 450(400 

- 450 / 400 

S**®* 6 - 100 / 70 

9”g“7 — 220 /ieo 

Cucumber* (large) — 120/80 

Cucumbers (small) 220 / 160 

Egg*” 1 200/150 

F 3 ** 800 ( 700 

H” 00 v 320 / 260 

lftt«(perattB) 150/100 

100 / so 

200/150 

g Mon < <fc y) 180/ 120 

g?y - - 350/200 

r*pp* (hoi)... 200/150 

fyPPcr l™**) 250(200 

320/260 

5“" h 150/100 

S frt mrtV” S0Q/4Q0 

a*tetniek» 280/220 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) iESS£— W 
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BISHOP, STUDENTS AWARDED: Tbefar Royal Highnesses 

Prince Fabal Ibn A1 H ossein and Prince s s ASa A1 Faisal attended a 
cereaxmy for ttw graduation of students from the Bishop School 


for boys and the AhUya School for girls and distributed certificates, 
to (he graduates. At (be ceremony, bdd at tbr Palace of Culture, 
(he Prince and Princess also distributed awards to those excelling 


in their courses. Prince Faisal later presented Bishop Elia Khouri 
with tbe Jordanian Independence Medal of the First Order, which 
was conferred on him by His Majesty King Hussein. 


EC to grant Jordan $130m 
aid for development projects 


BRUSSELS (J.T.) — Jordan will 
get nearly S130 million in aid 
from the European Community 
(EC) countries between 1992 and 
1994 to help it cany out develop- 
ment projects and public services 
schemes, according to an agree- 
ment signed by the two sides in 
Brussels Thursday. 

Jordan's ambassador to the EC 
countries, TalaJ AJ Hassan, said 
in a statement that the aid would 
be forthcoming under the fourth 
financial and technical protocol. 
The funds and technical assist- 
ance would mainly benefit water 
and irrigation, tourism, agricul- 
ture. environment, exports and 
industry as well as science and 
technology sectors. 

Mr. A1 Hassan, who signed the 
protocol for Jordan, said that one 


third of the sum would be offered 
as a grant while the rest would 
come in the form of soft loan, 
through the European invest- 
ment Bank (EIB>. 

Mr. AJ Hassan paid tribute to 
the EC countries, which, he said, 
had provided Jordan with assist- 
ance to help it overcome the 
advene consequences of the Gulf 
Crisis. 

The three previous protocols 
between Jordan and the EC had 
provided for hundreds of millions 
of dollars, in grants and soft 
loans, that enabled Jordan to 
carry out numerous schemes. 

Last February, the EC and 
Jordan signed an aid agreement 
totalling around S210 million. 
The aid agreement followed an 
EC assessment of Jordan as one 


of the irontlinc states most 
affected by the Gulf crisis and 
particularly by the economic 
embargo on Iraq, according to an 
EC statement issued at the time. 


It noted that the EC was concer- 
ned that the Jordanian economy, 
already burdened by foreign 
debts of $8 billion, had suffered 
seriously since August 1990. The 
statement said that the loss, by 
Jordan, of the Iraqi market, the 
possible ending of financial aid 
from other countries the rapid 
return of more than 200,000 ex- 
patriates from kuwait. the loss of 
S550 million in revenues from the 
tourist industry and the need to 
turn to the international market 
for oil supplies were areas of 
particular concern. 


Ministerial committee to work 


towards ending martial law 


AMMAN i J.T.i — A '.peeij! 
ministerial committee h:» been 
formed hy the government to 
work towards ending martial law 
in Jordan, which has been in 
effect since 1967. according to a 
report in the local press Friday. 

The report in A1 Ra': said thill 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport All 
Suheimat would chair the com- 
mittee, which was set up by the 
Council of Ministers on Thurs- 
day, the committee comprises the 
ministers of higher education, fi- 
nance. municipal and rural 
affairs, interior and justice. 

The report also said that the 
committee was expected to sub- 
mit a report on its findings to the 
Cabinet on Tuesday. Mr. 
Suheimat, however Friday told 
the Jordan Times that everything 


depended ur. the nature of the 
proceedings and thjt the work 
could lake longer than expected. 

He -said that decisions by the 
Economic Security Committee, 
along with a!! aspects related to 
mania! Lw. would have to be 
scrunnised with the help or judi- 
cial authorities before a report 
can be prepared. 

According to the report, the 
committee was expected to begin 
work immediately. 

The report also said that the 
Council of Ministers had formed 
a legal committee, chaired by 
Minister of Justice Taiseer Ka- 
naan, to deal with legal issues 
pertaining to government busi- 
ness. 

The previous government of 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
pledged before Parliament to 


scrap rrartia: law and rook sever- 
al steps towards achieving that 
goal 

Mr. Badran froze the martial 
law in December of 1989 and 
pledged in a government state- 
ment before Parliament that bis 
government would work gradual- 
ly towards abolishing it. He also 
pledged to pursue democratic 
changes and fight economic 
crimes and corruption. 

Mr. Badran. who took office in 
December 1989, said his govern- 
ment would set up a constitution- 
al court and amend legislation to 
speed up the process of lifting 
martial law. 

In accordance with its decisions, 
the government later announced 
that it was limiting the jurisdic- 
tion of military courts and grant- 
ing more powers to civilian courts. 


Asylum-seeking Iranians sit- 


By P.V. Viveknnand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


positively to our request for 


asylum for these people.' 


AMMAN — Asylum-seeking 
Iranians stranded in Jordan 
have launched what they call 
an indefinite sit-in to support 
their case at a United Nations 
agency, which, in turn, is 
pleading helplessness until the 
governments of potential shel- 
ters for the refugees respond 
positively to its representation. 

“We are here for the second 
day running today (Friday) and 
we do not intend to call off the 
sit-in until we get definite 
answers," said Amir Hameda- 
ni, a spokesman for the Ira- 
nians squatting outside the 
offices of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) in Shmeisa- 


Jowever, Mr. Hamedani 
and others among the 60- 
strong Iranian refugee com- 
munity in Jordan maintained 
that their first sit-in, staged two 
weeks ago, had resulted in 
Swedish government accept- 
ance of 27 Iranians if only 
because their protest had 
brought in pressure on 
UNHCR. 


added Mr. Rezai, 25, from the 
Iranian town of Tabriz. 

The refugees, who say they 
had been politically active in 
various Iranian dissident 
movements based in Iraq until 
the Gulf crisis and the subse- 
quent war prompted them to 
leave the country, are 
accommodated at the Andalus 


Mr. Fonseth told the Jordan 
Times that UNHCR was in 
contact with the concerned 
governments and hoped to 
hear from them “very soon." 
But be could not offer any 
specific deadline for a 
UNHCR reply to the asylum- 
seekers. 


m. 


The sit-in is the second 
staged by tbe Iranians, who 
apparently believe that in- 
creased pressure on UNHCR 
would produce quick action to 
resolve their problem. 

But, Carl Fonseth, head of 
the UNHCR mission here, 
argues that u we are unable to 
do anything until the con- 
cerned governments respond 


The refugees indicated they 
were in no mood to abandon 
their action in support of their 
demands. 

"We have been given prom- 
ises and promises for months 
and nothing has happened," 
said Reza Rezai, another re- 
fugee spokesman, who arrived 
in Jordan eight months ago. 
“We would like our voices to 
be heard and to see action 
taken to address our plight," 


transit camp. 

“We cannot return to our 
country since we will be perse- 
cuted there by the regime be- 
cause of our political activi- 
ties," said Mr. Hamedani. who 
was born in a town in central 
Iran. "We are now fed up with 
politics and would like to lead 
normal Eves as anyone.” 

Many of those staging the 
sit-in said they were among the 
27 already accepred by 
Sweden, but they had joined 
the protest action in a sign of 
solidarity with those who 
would be left behind. 

Mr. Hamedani, who said he 
arrived in Jordan from Iraq in 
January, showed a document 
which said his request for asy- " 
ium had been accepted by 
Canada in April 1990. "I 
would like to know why 
UNHCR has not sent me to 
Canada yet,” he said. 


According to Mr. Rezai and 
Mr. Hamedani, two of their 
compatriots stranded in Jordan 
tried to get into Israel across 
the demarcation line because 
of frustration over being stuck 
here with no definite signs of 
asylum anywhere. “We think 
they were shot dead by the 
Israelis." Mr. Hamedani said 
and gave the names of the two. 


No security official was im- 
mediately available to confirm 
or deny the "infiltration 
attempt," which Mr. Rezai 
said took place in January. 

"Three others managed to 
get through to Syria and now 
they are there under the care 
of UNHCR,” Mr. Hamedani 
added. 


"Our plight has gone un- 
noticed for long,” be said. 
"This protest sit-in will con- 
tinue until our problem is 
addressed." 

“Everyone of the Iranians 
here in Jordan is part of the 
sit-in action," he said pointing 
to new arrivals in twos and 
threes at the UNHCR office at 
noon Friday. “Others are on 
their way from Andalus on 
foot since none of us has any 
money to pay for the bus.” 


Police foil major drug 
trafficking operation 


Festival hoping to revive interest in theatre 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to Che Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — The Jordan 
Theatre Festival Committee in 
cooperation with tbe Ministry 
of Culture Thursday started a 
two-week theatre festival, to 
mark the 25th anniversary 
since the establishment of the 
Jordanian theatre. 

Tbe opening play, entitled 
Ors A! Arras (The We d d in g of 
the Weddings), is directed by 
the artist Khaled A1 Tamfi. 

Tbe purpose of the festival is 
to increase awareness of foe 
Jordanian theatre in an 
attempt to recapture the high 
number of theatre audience of 
tbe late 1960’s, according to 
the head of foe Jordan Theatre 

Festival Committee Hani Sao- 
bar. 

“In the late 60s theatre audi- 
ence would reach as many as 


8,000 people, but today, prob- 
ably due to alternative means 
of entertainment, like televi- 
rion, we lost most of our audi- 
ence. Only a few hundred peo- 
ple attend theatre today, ” Mr. 
S nobar said. 

He also expressed hope that 
theatre would spread to muni- 
cipalities throughout the King- 
dom and not be confined to 
Amman. “If we establish a 
better standard in theatre pro- 
duction we could start to have 
%plays running in different areas 
in Jordan, as a for m of enter- 
tainment. We also hope that 
the prim e minister and his 
cabinet would approve estab- 


and artists in tbe field of 
theatre,** Mr. Snobar said. 

Jordan is participating with 
five plays in foe festival where 
over seven awards will be given 
out. Two more plays are going 


to be presented by University 
of Jordan and by the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology. 

A member of the judging 
committee, Sami Abdel 
Hamid, said that the awards 
were to be given out after 
totalling foe points received for 
each category of plays. 

"The judging committee 
may assess each play's script, 
characters, dialogue, for exam- 
ple. Each category will be 
given points foal will rale the 
play. But the committee is also 
considering giving the prizes to 
outstanding actors and actres- 
ses on the basis of a written 
evaluation of their capabilities 
after each of their works. The 
decision has not been made yet 
as to which system will be 
adopted," Mr. abdel Hamid 
said. 

The first prize to be awarded 


is the Abdul Hamid Sharaf 
award, of JD 4,000 to be given 
each year for the most deserv- 
ing theatre activity. The late 
Mr. Sharaf established the 
Theatre Artist's Committee 25 


years ago. 

The second prize, of JD 
2.000, is set up by the family of 
the late actor Osama Mashini. 

The third prize, set up by 
Jaafar A1 Shaxni. Chairman of 
the Intermediate Petrochemic- 
al Industries Company, is 
JD 1 ,000, to be awarded to the 
best playwright. 

The other prizes have been 
set up by Jordan Radio, Jordan 
Television and the Greater 
Amman Municipality. 

Before the opening play. 
Minister of Culture Khaled A! 
Karaki inaugurated an exhibi- 
tion of posters depicting Jor- 
dan’s theatrical activities over 
the past Quarter of a centurv. 



Tiro mms torn tbe phy “The Weddtogtf foe Weddings" that mis off tbe two-week theatre festival in Amman (file photos) 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — Border 
police, backed by police helicop- 
ters. foiled a major drug traffick- 
ing operation and seized 800 
kilogrammes of hashish in arrest- 
ing the smugglers. 

A statement by the Public 
Security Department (PSD) said 
that the smugglers were spotted 
trying to bring into the country a 
haul of hashish from the northern 
desert. 

PSD Director General Fade! 
Ali Fuheid said his units are 
trying to combat drug trafficking 
using all means and facilities at 
their disposal. 

Furthermore. Mr. Fuheid 
noted in a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
that Jordan was not a drug pro- 
ducing or consuming country. 

The number of drug addicts in 
Jordan is negligible compared to 
other Arab and foreign countries, 
he said. 

During a visit to the PSD 
Narcotics Division, coinciding 
with the International Day for 
Combating Drugs. Mr. Fuheid 
said that Jordan's central geog- 
raphical location made it prone to 
drug trafficking. Traffickers, he 
said, use Jordanian territory to 


smuggle drugs to other countries 
in the region. "This places addi- 
tional burden on Iordan which 
tries to protect the Jordanian 
society from this danger and to 
contribute to the international 
efforts to curb drug trafficking 
operations. Mr. Fuheid said. 

Between 1981 and 1990 the 
PSD dealt with 794 drug traffick- 
ing cases in which 2,191 persons 
from Jordan and other countries 
were involved. 

During 1990. a total of 135 
cases were discovered and 342 
persons involved in drug traffick- 
ing were arrested, he said. 

According to Mr. Fuheid, a 
total of 80 cases have been dealt 
with in 1991 and police have 
arrested 80 people involved in 
these cases. 


The PSD. Mr. Fuheid said, was 
doing all it could to upgrade and 
modernise the u ork of its units by 
adopting modem technology in 
dealing with criminals and drug 
traffickers. 

He said his department was 
working in dose cooperation with 
sister departments in neighbour- 
ing Arab countries and interna- 
tional organisations. 


Home News in Brief 


Jordan, Romania discuss oil cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Energy and Mineral Resources Minister 
Thabe: A1 Taber Thursday received the Romanian Charge 
d* Affaires Petre Popescu. Mr. Taher and Mr. Popescu discussed 
ways o: promoting and bolstering cooperation between Jordan 
and Romania in the field of of! exploration. 


Minister inspects NAF 


AMMAN tpeiraj — Minster of Social Development Awni A1 
Bashir Thursday inspected work procedures 3t the National Aid 
Fund ( NAF) where he met NAF Director General Farouq 
Badran. Dr. Bashir got acquainted to tbe services the fund 
provides for needy families in the Kingdom. 


Workshop for charities to be held 


KARAK ! Petra) — A workshop for chairmen, presidents and 
secretaries of charitable societies in the Karak Govemorate will 
be he'd here Monday. The workshop, which is organised by the 
Social development Department in cooperation with the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies in Karak, aims at enhancing 
cooperation among the societies in the govemorate. 


GOING ON 


EXHBBmONS 




An exhibition of paintings and sculptures by Sbowqi Sboukini, 
Mohammad A1 J aloes and Rifqi AJ Razzaz at Abdul Hameed 
Shuman Foundation 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Photo exhibition by Hans Richter at the Goethe Institute. 
Poster exhibition at tbe British Council. 

Ceramics exhibition by Margaret Tadros and Najwa Annab at 
foe Spanish Culutral Centre between June 17-30. 

FILMS 


Gorman Him oatitM "Bio Madxt der CefaUft” 
{Tbe Pomr of Feelings) — Engtbft-oubtftlod — at 
eSs® Goethe institute — 8 p.m. 

French Him entitled “Les Granges Bra d e ns " at foe 
French Caleara! Centre— 8 p.m. 


Jordan assails 


Israeli practices 


at 1LO meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
exposed Israel's immoral and in- 
human repressive practices 
against the Palestinian people in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
deplored the continued practices 
of the Israeli authorities who 
expropriate lands from the legiti- 
mate Arab owners in order to 
settle Jewish immigrants to Pales- 
tine. 

Addressing the International 
Labour Organisation’s (ILO) 
annual meeting, held in Geneva 
recently. Secretary General of 
the Ministry of Labour Saleh 
Khasawneh said Israel was plot- 
ting to make demographic 
changes in the Arab city of Jeru- 
salem and areas surrounding it so 
as to establish what is called 
"Greater Jerusalem.” 

"The Israeli authorities are 
planning to annex five Arab cities 
and some 45 other villages to 
carry out these plans which 
violate international resolutions 
and conventions.” Dr. Khasaw- 
neh said. 

Dr. Khasawneh called on the 
ILO, its member stares and the 
international community to bring 
to an end Israeli violations of the 
international law and urged them 
to extend all forms of support for 
the Arab citizens of Palestine and 
foe occupied Arab territories in 
order to develop their economic 
and technical capabilities and en- 
able them to face the effects of 


occupation and the settlement 
policies. 

Dr. Khasawneh. who headed 

tbe Jordanian delegation follow, 
ing the labour minister's return to 
Amman from Geneva, said that 
he had countered allegations bv 
tbe Israeli occupation policies. 

Dr. Khasawneh said, in reply, 
to the Israeli minister allegations 
that “many achievements took 
place in the occupied territories 
in the industrial and agricultural 
sectors.” that the Israeli minister 
was attempting to delude delega- 
tions members taking pan in the 
meeting. 


"The main problems Arabs liv- 
ing under occupation face are 
caused by Israel's occupation of 
their land and the occupation 
forces' repressive and arbitrary 
practices reported by the ILO's 
director general, fact-finding mis- 
sions and the United Nations 
Organisations.” he said. 

Dr. Khasawneh said the Jorda- 
nian delegation had played a key 
role in aborting a proposal by the 
Kuwaiti delegation calling for 
condemning Iraq, asking it to pay 
reparations' for Kuwaiti govern- 
ment insi rations, employers and 
employees and suspending its 
membership in tbe ILO. 

He said Labour Minister 
Abdul Karim AJ D ugh mi played 
a major role in blocking the 
adoption of this proposal. 


Jordan joins in battle 
to inform, help diabetics 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan, 
along with other nations of the 
world Thursday observed the in- 
ternational day for combating di- 
abetes at a special meeting 
chaired by Health Minister Mam- 
douh AI Abbadi in Amman. 

"There is an urgent need to 
boost health education in Jordan 
to enable people to deal with or 
to protect themselves from di- 
abetes," said the minister in an 
opening address at the meeting. 

Dr. Abbadi called on the con- 
cerned authorities to work out a 
national programme, involving 
all health sectors, to help protect 
Jordanians from this disease. Ev- 
erything possible should be done 
to fight it, be said. 

According to Dr. Abbadi. 
nearly 50 million people in the 
world suffer from diabetic condi- 


tions. 

Furthermore, foe number is 
constantly rising as a result of 
changes in the living style. 

He said that diabetes was a 
hereditary disease but could be 
contracted as a result of environ- 
mental conditions and food. Jor- 


dan, he said, was in need of 
special units to deal with this 
disease, at foe national level. 

The meeting, held at Al Bashir 
Hospital, was also addressed by 
Dr. Aref Al Bataineh, director of 
the Royal Medical Services, who 
backed the minister's call for 
creating specialised medical units 
to oversee tbe treatment of diabe- 
tic patients. The units would also 
take charge of a programme de- 
signed to spread nutrition aware- 
ness among the public. 

Husamulddin Mis mar, presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Pharma- 
cists Association, Dr. Ishaq 
Maraqa, president of the Jordan 
Medical Association (JMA) and 
Dr. Mohammad Al Zahiri, presi- 
dent of foe Jordanian Society for 
the Care of the Diabetic Patients, 
delivered speeches at the meet- 
ing. The speeches outlined the 
need for care to patients and 
education of the public. 

The speakers focused attention 
on the need for cooperation 
among health authorities, to 
make available treatment facili- 
ties and medicine for the patients. 


Jordan reelected UNCHS member 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
been elected to a second term as a 
member of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Settle- 
ments, according to Mr. Yousef 
Hiyasat, director general of the 
Housing Corporation. 

The second term will run for 
four years, beginning in 1992, 
Mr. Hiyasat said. 

Jordan was elected to foe com- 
mission by foe General Assembly 
of the nations which are members 
of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (UNCHS). 

The commission is the gov- 
erning body of the UNCHS and 
meets annually to discuss issues 
related to world population prob- 
lems and questions pertaining to 


shelter and the environment. 

According to Mr. Hiyasat, who 
attended the last commission 
meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, tbe 
UNCHS Aims at focusing on 
human settlement activities in the 
U.N. system. 


Under its programme, based 
on the Vancouver plan of action 
established at the 1976 U.N. Con- 
ference on Human Settlements, 
foe centre’s major areas of con- 
cern are implemented by division 
and branches grouped under tbe 
broad areas of technical coopera- 
tion, research, development and 
policies, shelter and community 
services, construction and inffan- 
structure and information. 
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Right of exchange 

IN WELCOMING newspaper editors who visited with him 
Thursday evening, the prime minister said he was happy to 
see old friends whom be had dealt with as foreign minister 
deputy and private citizen for many years. Mr. Masri not 
only wanted to answer any questions they had concerning 
the'new government: He also wanted to hear their opinions 
on what was going on. 

“Jou rnalist s generally like to ask questions more than 
they do volunteering opinions,” one editor said. “But if you 
really want to know what we think, here is some of our food 
for your thought.” 

For over two hours, (he prime minister and the journal- 
ists talked openly and frankly to each other. Mr. Masri 
reviewed at length the objective of his government, its 
make-up and the circumstances surrounding its formation. 
He was as honest, open and forthcoming as he had ever 
been. The editors reciprocated with great interest and 
warmth. Besides being able to slant coverage of news doser 
towards their convictions and opinions, whether on this 
government or otherwise, editorialising at will, they also 
wanted to express themselves personally and from dose 
range. They went as far as time allowed. 

It is no secret that the Jordanian press has generally been 
supportive of and enthusiastic about the appointment of Mr. 
Masri as prime minister and his choice of colleagues. They 
are credible, able and progressive- Their programmes, as 
outlined in His Majesty the King’s Letter of appointment and 
Mr. Masri’s acceptance reply, epitomised and embodied 
Jordan’s hopes and aspirations. Furthermore their decision 
to submit to parliament for a vote of confidence in less than 
four weeks, even though they did not have to for a few more 
months, added to the journalists* confidence and trust in the 
new team. 

Bnt, characteristically enough, the editors did not stop at 
that, they went on to expound on what they thought were the 
reasons for the negative reaction the Masri cabinet received 
from certain political salons in Amman and sceptics on the 
streets. 

There was a consensus amongst them that only those who 
are blinkered by factionalism and tribalism could not give 
the new prime minister and the ministers the benefit of the 
doubt. Only the opportunists did not wish to give the chance 
to the new blood to prove its worth. And that only the 
reactionary forces withheld support from the forward 
looking, progressive cabinet that was named basically to 
implement reforms ami speed up the country’s development 
process. 

Many citizens have been apathetic about the change, the 
prime minister was further told. But that was also tbe case 
with many previous governments, and something had to be 
done to convince Jordanians of the value of partnership with 
the executive branch and local authorities wherever they 
may be. Restoring public confidence in the ability of 
governments to lead and to come dean was no small feat, 
everybody now agrees, even though the most important 
issue remains how this particular cabinet plays its cards 
with the disenchanted, disinterested citizen and the public at 
large. 

The Thursday exchange did not end in the prime minister 
and newspaper editors sealing agreement over every issue of 
mutual concern. On the contrary, the premier made some 
interesting and critical comments on Jordanian newspapers, 
and the journalists warned him to brace for accountability 
and criticism whenever the occasion arose. Time wffl teS 
bow our press wiD interact with this government from thus 
point on. Democracy, however, is at its best when it is a 
two-way street. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT Friday warned the public against Israel's attempts to 
strike against the Jordanian national unity. Itt is no secret that the 
Israelis aim at disrupting snch unity through harmful rumours and 
fake reports, said the daily in an editorial. Statements by Foreign 
Minister David Levy in Spain about plans to get rid of the Islamic 
movement in Jordan were just one example of Israel's constant 
efforts to undermine the national unity of this country, said tbe 
paper. All the movements and political groups in the Kingdom 
are clearly directing their activities against the Israeli aggressors, 
and it is not strange for an Israeli minister to try to cause rifts 
among these movements in order to weaken the Jordanian 
national front, said the paper. Fruthermore, tbe leadership in 
Jordan is known to be firm in all matters related to tbe common 
enemy and national committments; and is bound to help deal with 
the Israeli attempts to tamper with the country’s national 
position. The paper said cohesion among the people of Jordan 
and its various groups and political orientations can foil Israel’s 
evil designs and preserve Jordan as a bastion of democracy and a 
strong fortress in the face of the common enemy. 

Al Dustour tackled the undercover and secret operations of tbe 
Israeli military against the defenceless Palestinian population. 
Latest reports fromt the occupied territories confirm that the 
Israeli authorities have killed 47 innocent Palestinian youths 
through such undercover operations and committed a series of 
other atrocities since the start of the intifada, Che paper noted. 
These atrocities and murders in cold blood which continue 
unabated are being committed at a time when the western nations 
raise the human rights slogans and talk about democracy and the 
rights of all peoples to freedom, the paper noted. It said the new 
massacres committted by the new Nazis in the occupied Palesti- 
nian land, constitute a continuation of those massacres committed 
in Deir Yassin and other areas of Palestine. Tbe paper said that 
these crimes against Palestinians present a dear vindication to the 
Palestinian intifada which had been earlier accused by tbe Isreiis 
of murdering Palesti nians under the pretext of being collaborators 
with the enemy- Tbe paper expressed deep pain and distress over 
the victims of Israel’s criminal actions, and called on the intifada 
leaden to remain vigilant, and on the Palestinians to unify their 
ranks in the face of this new onslaught. 


Step by step in Gaza 


The week in print 


By Katia SabeC 


GAZA STRIP — A vast camp 
some 40 kilometres long and 8 
kilometres wide, surrounded by 
barbed wire and patrolled day 
and night by the military: this is 
the Gaza Strip. Its 650,000- 

700.000 inhabitants are crowded 
into seven refugee camps and two 
towns — Rafah and Gaza — and 
it has a population density of 
4,200 people per square mile, 
compared with 400 for Palesti- 
nians on the West Bank. It is 
small wonder that in 1987 the 
poverty and frustration of the 
youth of the teeming towns and 
refugee camps, set up in 1948, 
exploded in the intifada — “foe 
war of the stones." 

Variously described as a press- 
ure cooker or a time bomb, Gaza 
was the cradle of the 4-year-old 
uprising against the Israeli occu- 
piers. Any visitor to the-area can 
sense tbe tension that permeates 
the crowded, dusty alleys where 
no trees grow and ragged children 
scamper. 

As he slowly walks along the 
ugly, cinder-block lined streets of 
Gaza City, where walls are co- 
vered in graffiti and pockmarked 
by bullets. Frcih Abu Meddein is 
stopped every few yards. People 
come up to him, he listens atten- 
tively to their anxious questions 
and quietly gives advice. 

lawyer Abu Meddein, 44. is 
known to ail in Gaza. Now chair- 
man of the Gaza Bar Association, 
he has devoted recent years of his 
life to the Palestinian cause, de- 
fending compatriots and drawing 
on his legal expertise to argue the 
case of his people. Abu Meddein 
is one of a new generation of 
moderate and pragmatic Palesti- 
nian leaders ‘‘from inside." who 
is respected both by the “exiled 
authorities" (the Tunis-based 
leadership of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation — PLO). 
as well as ordinary Palestinians 
living under occupation. Abu 
Meddein recently spoke of pros- 
pects for peace. 

“The Palestinian-Israeli peace 
process is a slow one and it will 
remain slow. The only positive 
developments until now are the 
declarations that have been made 
about Israeli settlements in the 
occupied territories,” he said, re- 
ferring to widespread, and parti- 
cularly American, criticism of 
Israel's policy to expand Jewish 
settlements in tbe occupied terri- 
tories. 

“Peace talks could go on for 
years.” added the lawyer, “and 
they will become more and more 
difficult if this colonisation does 
not stop.” This is not only a 
question of principle, as some 
may think, it is also a human 
problem, he noted. “New settle- 
ments may not be a major con- 
cern in Gaza since there are only 

2.000 or 2,500 settlers here who 
constitute sort of a little cushion 
between Israel and Egypt The 
real problem is in tbe West Bank, 
where some settlements are fast 
growing into real towns. The 
settlements around Jerusalem are 
an added complication when it 
comes to the peace process. The 
more settlers there are, the smal- 
ler the chances are for an agree- 
ment. There aTe now .some 

120.000 to 130,000 Jewish settlers 
— not to mention the fact that I 
would imagine 10 to 15 per cent 
of the two million Soviet Jews 
who are expected to arrive in 
Israel will also settle in the occu- 
pied territories.” 

Yet Abu Meddein believes the 
settlement question must not get 
in the way of the peace process. 
“We must not lose time. We have 
to bring the various sides to tbe 
negotiating table, without pre- 
conditions, without hesitation. 
That is when tbe world will be 
abie to judge." 

“Time is running out,” he 
added, with a sense of urgency. 
“We have missed several oppor- 
tunities in the past. If we had 
listened to (the late Egyptian 
president) Sadat, for example, 
there would be a Palestinian na- 
tion today. Tbe current situation 
is perhaps our last chance to 
achieve a positive result in the 
Middle East.” 

Abu Meddein recently re- 
turned from a seminar in the 
Spanish town of Granada that 
was attended by Palestinians, 
other Arabs Israelis and Wes- 
terners. “I had the opportunity of 
raising some problems that are 
not widely understood abroad," 
he said of the meeting. “For 
example, we will soon ran out of 
drinking water in Gaza. In addi- 
tion, tbe population density in the 
Strip is already one of the highest 
in the world and soon there will 
physically not be enough room 
for everyone. Since the end of the 
Gulf war, the economic situation 
has seriously deteriorated for a 
number of reasons. In short, we 
have reached a point where we — 
both sides — have got to do 
something once and for all." 

But “psychological bridges” 
wfil have to be built to overcome 
the lack of trust between Israelis 
and Palestinians if the peace pror 
cess is to be advanced, he be- 


lieves. "There has been blood- 
shed on both sides. There is 
hatred, and that is why I think the 
peace talks Mull be long and 
drawn out.” he added. “The 
Palestinians don't have much to 
offer the Israelis apart from peace 
in tbe entire region. As long as 
that is clear, something can come 
out of negotiations.” 

When hundreds of thousands 
of people live in overcrowded, 
festering conditions, with no 
prospects for the future and no- 
thing to lose, they become 
dangerous, even if they have no 
weapons. "These days, the 
Israelis live in fear. They are 
anxious about their homes, their 
children, their lives. Nothing can 
change that except peace. There 
is nothing left but the negotiating 
table," said Abu Meddein. Com- 
menting on the recent effons by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker to reactivate rhe peace 
process, Abu Meddein is dear: 
“Baker is a practical man who 
understands the situation perfect- 
ly. Where I do not agree with him 
is when he talks about two pro- 
cesses: Arab-Israeli peace and 
Palestinian-Israeli peace. Peace 
cannot be obtained along two 
lines. The Palestinians have to be 
there with the rest of the .Arabs. 
Dealing with the Arabs alone, 
without the Palestinians, cannot 
lead to a real peace for the 
region.” 

The Palestinian lawyer, who 
met the U.S. secretary on two 
occasions during the latter's re- 
cent visits to the region, sees 
Baker as a secretive man: he is 
short on declarations and big on 
his desire for a step forward. “I 
feel sure he is prepared to tug at 
both sides until he gets them to sit 
at the same table. What comes 
after in terms of the content of 
the negotiations, what will be 
accepted and rejected, will come 
in stages, each in its own time." 

Abu Meddein is also convinced 
that a certain amount of pressure 
from President George Bush 
could greatly speed up and am- 
plify the peace process: "Think 


about 1956 war,” he said, refer- 
ring to the joint French. British 
and Israeli attack in a response to 
President Nasser's nationalisation 
of Suez Canal. "We reminded 
Mr. Baker that in 1956 it took 
President Eisenhower 80 days to 
force France. Britain and Israel 
to withdraw from Egyptian terri- 
tory. Bush is in the same position 
of power. He too. like Eisenhow- 
er is a ‘winner.’ It is in his power 
to impose his will on Israel, if he 
wanted to." 

Meanwhile. Abu Meddein 
admits that the Arab countries, 
including Egypt. stiU have a lot of 
work to do to reach greater 
understanding among themselves 
before the peace process can real- 
ly move forward. “I have heard 
that there have been contacts 'at 
the highest levels' between Egypt 
and the PLO to clear up some of 
the ‘misunderstandings' caused 
by the Gulf war. There is a vita! 
need for agreement between the 
PLO and three countries of our 
region: Syria, Jordan and of 
course Egypt. This is what the 
PLO is now trying to rebuild.” 

Abu Meddein is equally aware 
that greater harmony is needed 
among Palestinians themselves 
and that a pragmatic solution may 
not be to the satisfaction of all. 
*‘fr is very difficult to reach a final 
agreement that everyone will 
accept." he said. Democracy is 
hardly the main virtue of the 
.Arab World and the middle East. 
The Third World as a whole has 
always suffered from the lack of 
cohesion and consensus, and the 
Palestinians are no exception. 
The Islamic factions do not agree 
with us and others will settle" for 
nothing less than a sovereign 
stare with fully defined borders. 
There is a chance cf friction 
among the Palestinians, but in the 
end. the majority will decide.” 

Abu Meddein advocates a 
"step by step" approach that, he 
said, should start with the recog- 
nition of certain elementary and 
inalienable rights: "There are five 
million of us. between those in 
the region and those who live 
abroad. There are 65 indepen- 


dent nations in the world with 
population smaller than ours, and 
we have been living for decades 
without rights, without a face. 
Instead of passports, we have 
stateless passes. In the occupied 
territories we are treated tike 
fourth-rate citizens.” 

“We want basic rights, to 
which every hmnan being is enti- 
tled: independence and self- 
determination. The rest will 
come, smoothly, tittle by little. It 
could be a confederation, an in- 
dependent state... it is too early 
to talk about it. Hie main thing 
now is to get to the negotiating 
table, and we Palestinians are 
ready to be flexible. Tbe other 
side has to be flexible too, and it 
ts up to the West, Europe and the 
U.S. to exercise the necessary 
pressure to reach a solution 
agreeable to aflL” 

The rights advocate also be- 
lieves that Israeli intransigence 
and the difficulties that may arise 
if tbe Jewish leaders impose pre- 
conditions can be overcome, 
since the rights of tbe Palestinians 
have been continued by multitude 
of United Nations derisions. “We 
understand that Israel does not 
want the U.N. to take any part in 
the negotiations because it conld 
lean in our favour. But rights are 
rights and resolutions are resolu- 
tions. regardless of whether die 
U.N. is there or not,” he said. 

He dismisses Israel's demands 
concerning the composition of a 
Palestinian delegation and its re- 
jection of participants from the 
PLO, East Jerusalem and tbe 
diaspora: “You can’t bury a prob- 
lem by distancing individuals.” he 
says. 

Untike many other Palestinian 
politicians involved in tbe current 
process, Abu Meddein remains 
resolutely optimistic: “I don’t 
think anything can stop our 
efforts or activities. I get the 
feeling an irreversible process has 
been pat into motion. In any 
case, optimism or pessimism is a 
question of emotions. What is 
vital here is to make progress and 
reach our goal.” — World News 
Link. 


The new government in Jor- 
dan, its plans for the future and 
what people expect from its 
members to do in die coming 
stare acquired tbe boo’s share 


Hanan Ashrawi: Palestinian 
on a peace mission 


By Katia Sabet 

RAMALLAH. Occupied West 
Bank — Hanan Ashrawi. the 
only female Palestinian repre- 
sentative with whom Secretary of 
State James Baker spoke during 
the most recent Palestinian — 
U.S. talks on the Middle East, 
describes herself as "a Palestinian 
woman bom with a mission." Dr. 
Ashrawi brings both professional 
and persona] credentials to her 
position as a Palestinian activist. 
After serving four years as dean 
of the University of Bir Zeit (on 
the West Bank) she now teaches 
comparative English literature 
there. Married, with two daugh- 
ters, Ashrawi says that her bus- 
band is “a very liberal man who is 
convinced of the equality of the 
sexes.” Since 1967 she has fulfil- 
led what she considers the most 
important of her tasks. 

“1967 and die occupation of 
our territories marked the turning 
point, when what bad been just 
words in the mouths of our elders 
became a reality that affected us 
all. At that moment a bond was 
created between tbe older and 
younger generations, a sort of 
handing down of responsibility, 
especially when we realised that 
the previous generation had not 
obtained the results that they had' 
hoped fOT.” 

Hanan Ashrawi, part of that 
new generation, felt a deep re- 
sponsibility towards “those who 
follow,” the children. Each per- 
son should give as much as he or 
sbe is capable of, sbe said, in the 
climate of renewal that owes 
much, if not all, to tbe intifada. 

“Tbe intifada was a significant 
turning point in our history,” she 
says. “Things have happened that 
have enabled us to look at reali- 
ties in the ligbt of day." 

That doesn’t mean that Ashra- 
wi looks at tbe current situation 
with unbridled optimism. “I met 
with Baker three times and I 
would say that the circumstances 
are not favourable to us. Israel is 
doing everything in its power to 
impede the beginning of the 
peace process. She has particular- 
ly tried to discourage and annoy 
die Palestinians, either political- 
ly, with the fait accompli of its 
settlements, or with actions that 
are illegal — administrative, de- 
tention, expulsions, jaiiings, and 
so on. All dial is being done with 
the goal of provoking violent 
reactions and a general atmos- 
phere of violence. In my opinion, 
we shouldn't react to Israeli pro- 
vocation because then we are 
playing their game. On the con- 
trary, we should continue on the 
path of peace initiatives.” 

On the matter of Palestinian 
participation m tbe Middle East 
peace process, Ashrawi admits 
that the conditions imposed by 


Israel are creating pessimism 
among those seeking a settle- 
ment.” But at the same time she 
takes a philosophical and realistic 
look at the situation. "The peace 
process is aimed at determining 
our future, thus it is inconceiv- 
able that we should be excluded 
from the political arena where 
our future is discussed. We ask 
for self-determination, and we 
ourselves want to delineate and 
discuss our rights," sbe says. 

The Israeli refusal to allow the 
United Nations or the European 
Community to participate in a 
conference on the Middle East, 
secret discussions on shape of tbe 
conference itself, the rejection of 
this or that representative are. 
according to Hanan Ashrawi pro- 
cedural matters that Israel is 
advancing with the sole aim of 
discouraging Palestinian parti- 
cipation and gaining tune. Ashra- 
wi doesn't consider the American 
position to be any more en- 
couraging. 

“The United States cannot — J 
really do not know whether they 
cannot or will not — put an end 
to or at least curtail tbe ambitions 
of the Israelis. They seem to 
‘absorb’ the ideas and conditions 
presented by Israel, and these 
then become an integral part of 
the American position. Each step 
in the peace process is seen by the 
United States across a spectrum 
in which Israeli interests and 
acceptance are first and foremost. 
This partiality is not encouraging 
considering that Israel has 
accepted nothing.'' 

Ashrawi believes that a juridic- 
al approach to the Palestinian 
question, based on international 
law, is essential. “When the 
Palestinians talk about their in- 
alienable international rights, 
they are not just mouthing slo- 
gans, they are talking about real- 
ity. Our only true recourse in the 
international community is based 
on the resolutions of the U.N. 
We take those resolutions 
seriously. We don’t look at them 
as merely historical documents. 
We ask only that a process be 
started under which the resolu- 
tions that have been passed by 
representatives of the interna- 
tional community can be put into 
action. The Palestinian position is 
very dear and simple.” 

In the occupied territories as 
well as among tbe Palestinians 
who live elsewhere there is a 
pluralism in the overall political 
climate as well as in individual 
opinions. Ashrawi doesn’t con- 
sider that a handicap: “With free- 
dom of expression and reciprocal 
respect for opinions we have in- 
stituted a kind of internal demo- 
cracy. Perhaps there is not unani- 
mity bnt we conduct ourselves on 
majority rule. That is enough in a 


democratic society." 

But even in tbe face of internal 
dissension there is unanimity re- 
garding representation. “In the 
PLO." says Hanan Ashrawi, “the 
fundamentals on which all 
Palestinians are united are clear: 
no decisions on our future with- 
out our presence at the negotiat- 
ing table. Right now the PLO is 
undergoing a period of discus- 
sion, exploration, in-depth study 
and a search for a truly compre- 
hensive picture of the problem 
that will lead us to concrete and 
positive results in the matter of 
Palestinian rights. Firm decisions 
have not been made , but, con- 
sidering Israel's attitude, we can 
say that the bail is not in our 
court. The PLO has shown flex- 
ibility and a sense of responsibil- 
ity in its approach to tbe prob-' 
terns and has demonstrated its 
intent to be in the forefront of the 
peace process. From even Bak- 
er’s viewpoint, if today there are 
difficulties and obstacles in that 
process, they are the work of 
Israel.” 

The political action programme 
of tbe Palestinians is clear and is 
based essentially on the resolu- 
tions of the Palestine National 
Council issued in November 
1988. “Our position is based on a 
Palestinian initiative for peace, 
acceptance of tbe sharing of tbe 
land and a reciprocal recognition 
of the two states. We also ask that 
Israel leave all territories that she 
had illegally occupied in defiance ■■ 
of international law. These in-' 
elude not only the Palestinian 
territories but the Golan Heights , 
Lebanon, and so on. Further, we 
ask that the United Nations par- 
ticipate in the Middle East peace 
process. Tbe European commun- 
ity should also be present politi- 
cally, not only for matters of 
human rights or economic rela- 
tions.” 

Ashrawi retains confidence in a 
positive, even slow, evolution of 
all aspects of the situation, but 
always keeping in mind that tbe 
situation can change. “The phase' 
that we are firing through is 
delicate and difficult because 
there is undoubtedly a tendency 
to establish in the report a stabil- 
ity that will not necessarily take 
into account the rights ' of tbe 
Palestinians. But we are not 
opposed to strategy in stages: we 
are perfectly well aware of tbe 
fact that the goal we seek can 
come into being only gradually. 
We are no longer irredentists 
who, after having obtained what 
we claimed today will then try to 
reclaim the rest of Palestine. That 
political stand is finished, over. A 
stratagem for peace, this is the 
Palestinians' moral 1 stand today.** 
— World News Link. 


in local newspapers coverage 
of local events in the mafia is 
the past week. 

We have to admit that. the 
new government of Prime 
Minister Taher Masri is in for a 
very complicated set of chal- 
lenges, arc bound to face fero- 
cious battlein tackling the de- 
teriorating economic condi- 
tions in Jordan and in fending 
off tiie external pressure being 
exerted mi the Kingdom, said 
Saleh Qallab, a columnist in Al 
Dustour. 

The writer said the most 
ferocious battle this new gov- 
ernment would have to fa ce is 
perhaps the one against those 
crying to sow seeds of dissen- 
sion and discord within the 
ranks of foe Jordanian family. 
Several columnists presented 
their own views and made 
different demands of the new 
government, with Issa Shndbi 
voicing h is belief that tbe new 
government would not be able 
to solve ail issues overnight but 
at least it can do something 
related to political life ing 
Jordan. 

Writing in Sawt Al Shaab, 
Issa Shueibi said that the gov- 
ernment is of course facing 
such issues as unemployment, 
inflation, pollution and others 
but can now embark on enact- 
ing laws related to political 
pluralism and press and pub- 
lication which can help it in the 
future stage to tackle foe other 
problems. 

Another columnist in Al 
Dustour demanded that the 
government deal first with the 
question of soaring prices of 
almost every item in the mar- 
ket because they are of con- 
cern to all members of the 
Jordanian society. Unless tbe 
government directs its atten- 
tion to internal issues, matters 
mil be further complicated and 
the situation will deteriorate, 
said Mohammad Ibrahim 
Daoad. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab demanded that tbe gov- 
ernment turn its prime atten- 
tion to the tourism industry in 
implementing foe directives of 
IBs Majesty King Hussein con- 
tained in the letter of designa- 
tion to the government. Sulei- 
man Bedonr said that the gov- 
ernment ought to support the 
work of Royal Jordanian and 
transform it into a public share 
holding company to boost its 
operations and improve its ser- 
vices in the tourism field. 

Writing in A! Ra’i daily, 
Mahmoud Al Rimawi express- 
ed his belief that the new gov- 
ernment would adhere strictly 
to foe implementation of foe 
National Charter which pro- 
vided an umbrella for all poli- 
tical and economic activity in 
Jordan. Rimwai said despite 
foe various speculations about 
the new government’s tenden- 
cies and future plans, and de- 
spite criticism directed against 
several members of the 
cabinet, no one can doubt the 
feet that Taber Masri’s main 
task will be to implement foe 
King’s directives in the letter 
and the spirit, and will give due 
concern to foe question of 
handling the Arab-Israeli issue 
as well as internal questions. 

Abdullah Al Qaq, a guest 
columnist in Al Dustour, de- 
manded that the new govern- 
ment find ways for absorbing 
thousands of students return- 
ing from Kuwait into Jorda- 
nian universities. The writer 
said that in his letter to the new 
government, the King has 
asked that the returning ex- 
patriates be given due atten- 
tion and care especially after 
being exposed to many suffer- 
ings in tbe Gulf. 

Saleh Qallab criticised those 
who were not satisfied with the 
appointment of a man of 
Palestinian origin as prime 
minister in Jordan, and said 
that such dissatisfaction eman- 
ates from narrow mindedness, 
backwardness and lack of com- 
mon sense. Qallab cited the 
examples of the president of 
Argentina who is of Syrian 
origin. Philip Habib a noted 
American administration 
counsellor from Lebanon and 
others who assumed significant 
positions in other countries, 
and said that the Jordanian- 
Palestfruan community forms a 
united family regardless of 
their backgrounds and then- 
place of origin. The writer 
attacked those elements which, 
be said, were only clever in 
levelling accusations or critic- 
isms of others without them- 
selves offering constructive 
contribution to their country. 


Faraaneh who writes in Al 
Dustour said that tbe outgoing 
government succeeded in uni- 
tying the country’s stand vis-a- 
vis the U.S.-Zionist aggression 
on Iraq bnt felled to introduce 


foe S£ririi' of team work within 
the gove r n ment departments. 
Hie writer said that certain 
centres of power continued 
under Prime Minister Modar 
Badran to have influence, and 
certain decisions were taken by 
certain officials without any 
collective consent.. . 

What we need now, he sad, 
is to work in foe spirit of foe 
National Charter and imple- 
ment the King’s directives 
which were, nr harmony with 
that charter.' 

Ahmad DMban, wbo. writes 
in Sawt Al Shaab aSty, said 
that whenever a governinent is 
changed in Jordan new minis- 
ters resort to certain measures 
that most often harm the in- 
terests of the junior public 
servants and government offi- 
cials. Tbe writer said that there 
must be criteria to control such 
mechanism and there must be 
certain measures to protect 
officials from arbitrary or ranch 
decisio ns taken by new minis- 
ters. 

His views are backed by 
Salameh Ekonr who also 
writes for Sawt A3 Shaab. 
Whenever a minister or a 
director of a certain depart- 
ment realises that heis leaving 
his post soon, he tends to take 
a number of decisions which 
can only serve his own selfish 
in t e rests Eke appointing his re- 
latives in certain posts or pas- 
sing a number of decisions 
which result in harmful con- 
sequences to a great number of 
people. 

The writer suggested that 
tbe new arinzsters or heads of 
departments should rescind all 
such decisions and enact a set 
.of regulations preventing such 
occurrence in the future so as 
to put an end to t am p e ring 
with tbe state’s institutions and 
national interests. . 

Taber Al Udwan who writes 
for Al Dustour launched a 
bitter attack on those parlia- 
ment members who, he said, 
have done -nothing- over the 
past two years except to act in 
a manner to Imp rove their own 
image for future elections. 
Udwan-kaid that most of the 
deputies had presented foe 
electorate- with a long list of 
actions which they said they 
would embark on, such as 
fighting corruption, but once 
they were elected their; atten- 
tion was directed elsewhere. 

The wcier said .democracy 
requires the presence of new 
blood and any public official 
ought to submit a resume, sub- 
ject to scrutiny, featuring his 
past political life and dearly 
stating the manner in which he 
had massed his wealth before 
being allowed to assume any 
post. 

Mousa Kfiani. chief editor of 
Al Dustour demanded from 
the government to enact laws 
allowing members of the 
Armed Forces and Public 
Security to vote in general 
elections. The writer said that 
soldiers and policemen are 
only members of the public, 
■and together with their families 
constitute some 27 per cent of 
the total volume of the Jorda- 
nian population. Merchants, 
businessmen, employees and 
others are all tax-payers and 
so, they are allowed to vote, 
but soldiers pay the heaviest 
tax, that of their lives, and so 
they deserve being counted 
within the Jordanian electo- 
rate, the writer stressed. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i noted 
that every year Jordan’s 
population increases by 
140,000, amounting to tbe 
number of a whole district like 
tbe Karak Oovernorate. Writ- 
ing under the name of “obser- 
ver,” the columnist noted that 
Jordanians would need extra 
amounts of water, nearly 1.200 
million cubic metres annually 
by the end of the century 
should foe population growth 
continue, but foe country is 
unable to provide the 730 mil- 
lion cubic metres for the pre- 
sent population. 

The writer said more people 
need more food, more facili ties 
for life, education and social 
services which the country 
would find itself unable to pro- 
vide. He called on families to 
adopt the birth spacing method 
to prevent population explo- 
sion. 

Several columnists tW»s sed 
the plight of Palestinians and 
Jordanians in Kuwait. Dr. 
Outran Abu Subeih p *d that 
international orgamsatu. - and 
human rights groups have vxm- 
demned the inhuman trtiht- 
ment of non-Kuwaiti nat i onals 
and the sham trials they are 
exposed to in Kuwait. 

Bader Abdul Haq, who 
wites for Al Ra’i, sri d ^ 

foose Kuwaitis trying the 
Palestinians had fled the 


occupation only to r* 
find a scapegoat for I 
weaknesses and take 
on foe innocent pet 
had built the emirate 
past decades. 
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Government to seek early confidence vote 


(Continued from page ! i 

"The social and economic im- 
balance is the outcome of the 
weak genera] structure." 1 m said. 
■’Most erf our problems are admi- 
nistrative. and the press and 
media have a great rote to play in 
educating people of their duties,” 
Mr. Mash said. 

Other issues which would re- 
ceive priority on tbe govern- 
ment's agenda are water and 
hdtft service problems, unem- 
ployment and the economy, he 
said. 

The government will also direct 
special attention to totally elimi- 
nating martial law, he said. 

Mr. Masri said Jordan is still 
passing through a difficult econo- 
mic time given the fact that Arab 
aid has been discontinued and 
expatriate remittances have dwin- 
dled. "Reviving the economy is 
not an easy task at all.” he said. 

The large number of university 
and community college graduates 
and the hundreds of thousands of 
Jordanians returning from rhe 
Gulf are contributing to the diffi- 
cult economic and sodst situa- 
tion, he said. 

“We have no major, clear-cut 
solutions to address these prob- 
lems," he said. “However, there 
are attempts to attract foreign 
investments and these entails re- 
viving the various sectors.” 


Mr. Masri Culled for social soli- 
darity to avoid further rise in the 
poverty line . which reached a 
dangerous -eve!. 

•He vtrd there are proposals anti 
ideas designed to attract foreign 
mvcsttiisnLv Such proposals in- 
clude easing the restrictions mi 
investment in Jordan, introducing 
administrative reforms and easing 
bureacTacy. he said. 

Unemployment . Mr. Masri 
said, is on endemic disease in (he 
Third World and in Europe. It 
dates back to the and will 

not be eradicated »;v iong as social 
imbalance is there, he said: "It 
docs not make any Sense that 
5Q.0iK) Jordanians are unem- 
ployed at a time when we have 
200,000 non-Jordanian workers.'" 
be said. 

Repairing the imbalance war- 
rants an educational approach 
and an iniepxaicd plan, which 
should no: be the responsibility of 
the government alone, he said. 
Mr. Masri noted that these prob- 
lems can ony be solved through 
intensified effons of both the 
public and the private sectors. 
However, the government has 
lone and short term plans for 
overcoming the unemployment 
problem, he said. 

Mr. Masri said he could not 
discuss the issue of developing 
the armed forces, “because the 


army knows its situation better.” 
However, he noted, there arc 
political guidelines which would 
be finalised in due course. 

The prime minister said Jordan 
was adhering to United Nations 
Security Council resolutions and 
that it had obtained a permission 
from the sanctions committee to 
export foodstuffs to Iraq and to 
import oil from Iraq. Inspection 
of vessels heading for Jordan, the 
prune minister said, it is now 
much less than before, “thanks to 
our contacts with the countries 
concerned." 

Mr. Masn said Jordan's posi- 
tion demands that it maintain 
good relations with the Arab 
neighbours. He noted that Jordan 
has lived through the Gulf crisis 
and “came out of it with its head 
high." 

Jordan's position towards the 
Gulf crisis will be recorded, in 
terms of its adherence to the 
principles and its dcmocraciic 
march." he said. “We are fully 
convinced that democracy is the 
feature of the age and that it will 
be sweeping the region sooner or 
later.” 

"We pray to God that Jordan's 
democratic experiment will be a 
model for democracy in the re- 
gion,” he said. 

Jordan's decision to sever 
administrative and legal ties with 


Yugoslav jets blast Slovania 


(Continued from page 1) 
jana, said there were no such 
attacks. 

Witnesses .said that federal 
planes bombed a column of cars 
near Maribor, most of them 
apparently Turks and Bulgarians 
waiting to cross into nearby Au- 
stria. But there was no indepen- 
dent confirmation. 

MeA while. European Com- 
munity leaders meeting in Lux- 
embourg decided to freeze mil- 
lions of dollars of aid to Yugosla- 
via and dispatched a mediation 
mission to try to precent the 
scattered fighting from escalating 
into dvil war. 

The foreign ministers of Italy. 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands 
left Friday afternoon for Bel- 
grade, EC officials said. 

Shaken but unbowed. Presi- 
dent Milan Kucan of Slovenia 
said his government was “open 
for negotiations" with federal au- 
thorities but only “after this hor- 


Strike 


(Continued From page U 

West Bank village to protest the 
killing of a 61 -year-old Palesti- 
nian who was kidnapped and 
tortured as an accused collabor- 
ator, Arab reports said Friday. 

The action by die three main 
factions of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) in the 
village of Arabeh was the latest 
protest in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip over killings by 
masked activists in the uprising. 

In Arabeh, about 15 Palesti- 
nian youths marched to tbe vil- 
lage mosque Thursday night to 
protest the slaying of Adel 
Ahmad Saadat, 61, whose body 
was found with signs of torture 
and cigarette burns, Arab repor- 
ters said. 

Eight masked activists from a 
group called the Black Panthers 
kidnapped Saadat from the vil- 
lage near Jenin earlier Thursday, 
the reporters said. 


ror is ended on Slovene terri- 
tory.” 

In Prague, Czechoslovak Fore- 
ign Minister Jiri Pienstbier said 
officials of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) were likely to 
hold a first crisis management 
session next week to discuss the 
conflict. 

In Ljubljana, police said two 
jets pounded Bmik 3irport out- 
side the city on Friday morning 
with bursts of cannon or machine- 
gun fire. 

A hangar, two small aircraft 
of Slovenia's Air Adria carrier 
and two other buildings were 
destroyed. The runway and con- 
trol tower were not hit and there 
were no reports of casualties. 

Slovenian Interior Minister 
Igor Bavcar said army planes had 
launched bombing attacks on col- 
umns of civilian cars at border 
crossings. 


Witnesses of the Trebnje 
attack, said air force jets opened 
fire on trucks balled by a roadb- 
lock after swooping low over the 
convoy. 

The air attacks marked an 
escalation in federal military 
pressure on Slovenia, most wes- 
ternised of Yugoslavia's republics 
and home to two million people. 

The feud intensified despite a 
new call overnight for peace by 
the federal government which is 
facing the collapse of the Balkan 
federation of six republics and 
.two provinces after 72 troubled 
years. 

Western officials fear the con- 
flict could degenerate into ethnic 
warring awakening old rivalries 
between the well-to-do Slovenes 
and Croats on the one hand and 
the country’s majority Serbs. 

Serbs account for more than 
eight million out of the 23 million 
population and dominate the 
army and government structure. 


Bush: Iraq violated ceasefire 


(Continued from page 1) 

under U.N. jurisdiction, and 
that's exactly what (Iraq) appears 
to have done." said Mr. Bush. 

Referring to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, be said. “The 
man has no shame." 

Under the terms of the April 3 
ceasefire resolution adopted by 
the U.N., Iraq must disclose the 
sites of all its nuclear facilities, 
and chemical and biological 
weapons and permit inspection. 

“What do you do about it... 
work through diplomacy” at the 
United Nations, Mr. Bush said. 
“Don’t press me beyond that. I 
am not prepared to say what we’U 
do" if tbe violation continues. 

"Some would argue that the 
U.N. resolution gives... all means 
necessary” to enforce the cease- 
fire, he said. 

The Bush administration, re- 
sponding to allegations Iraq is 
hiding significant amounts of nuc- 
lear weapons, has ordered tbe 
Defence Department to draw up 
plans for military strikes on possi- 


ble caches, the Los Angeles 
Times said Friday. 

In a report from Washington 
quoting unidentified administra- 
tion officials, the newspaper said 
concern over the reported Iraqi 
nuclear capability had reached 
feverish levels since early this 
month. 

A “defecting” Iraqi nudear 
scientist began giving details then 
of what he said were Iraqi efforts 
to conceal its undamaged nudear 
stockpile, the newspaper said. 

The “defector” was said to 
have described the elaborate 
shifting of nudear materials, such 
as enriched uranium, so they 
would elude notice by U.N. in-, 
spectors. 

Defence Department officials 
were quoted as saying the United 
States had two aircraft carriers, 
Nimitz and Forrestal, carying 
more than 100 aircraft, within 
striking range of Iraq. 

U.S. troops in the region have 
dwindled to 65,000 roughly 12 per 
cent of their peak presence dur- 
ing the recent war. 


the Wes! Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Masn said, “is irrevocable and 

will not he reconsidered at all." 

This is a dosed file,” he said. 

Jordan and Jhc Pl.O arc in full- 
agreement un she composition of 

the delegation to 3n international 

pence ci inference, he said 

"We will lake the right decision 
at the right time on this subject.” 
he said. 

"We will not differ with the 
PLO over the composition of the 
delegation once Israel accepts to 
abide by international legitimacy 
and accept tb iand-for-peace prin- 
ciple." he said. 

Mr. Masri said there were no 
new developments on the Amer- 
ican side. "The peace process is 
still stalemated because of Israel's 
intransigence, and its building of 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories to create a new situation 
and a new reality on the giound." 
he said. 

"Israel is bargaining to gain 
lime and docs not want to make 
peace. It aims at invalidating 
international legitimacy." 

Nothing new has come up after 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker's last visit to the region, he 
said. "But we have been hearing 
tougher statements by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and other Israeli officials.” he 
said. 


Survey shows exchange fees burn 
up holiday money of EC tourists 


Algeria 
in turmoil 

(Continued from page It 

The gunfire followed two days 
of violence which brought the 
army back to the streets of the 
capital. The military threatened 
tough action against troublemak- 
ers at Friday prayers. 

Fifteen people were killed and 
scores wounded in Algiers and 
two orher towns of Tuesday and 
Wednesday, raising the official 
death toll to at least 36. Diplo- 
mats say between 55 and 65 peo- 
ple have been killed. 

The British and French embas- 
sies warned their nationals to 
keep away from trouble spots on 
Friday and avoid unnecessary 
journeys, a diplomatic source 
said the U.S. embassy advised 
staff to stay away from" the area. 

Fundamentalists mounted their 
latest challenge to the military 
less than 20 minutes after rhe 
stan of the 11 p.m. to 3.30 3.m. 
curfew. 

“For Islam we live, for Islam 
we will die.” shouted small 
groups of youths in one fun- 
damentalist stronghold. Mosque 
loudspeakers blared “allahu 
akbar” and saucepan banging — 
a traditional method of public 
protest — spread through city 
districts. 

The military threarened on 
Thursday to take tough action 
against troublemakers during 
weekly prayers. The new prime 
minister. Sid Ahmad Ghozali 
went on television just before 
midnight and vowed; "The state 
will not tolerate anarchy taking 
over. Order will be maintained 1 
and security preserved.” 

Militants built new barricades 
of concrete blocks, metal and 
fishboxes. blocking Bab A! 
Oued’s main Maringo Road. 

More barricades blocked 
Streets in the casbah, pan of the 
old city centre/ 

In the district of Belcourt. 
where many FIS hardliners live, 
smoke rose from rubbish strewn 
every 100 metres across a main 
road and set ablaze. 


BRUSSELS |R» — A Belgian 
hitch-hiked across the European 
Community (ECi with 50.000 
francs <S!.4iJUf :n hu» pocket. He 
slept in :he *irce:, bought nothing 
— not even food — and still went 
home with only half of his money. 
He was no; robbed by thugs. 
All the money «« taken m 
fees by banks and high-street 
exchange booths as he changed 
his cash to local currencies at 
each stop in the 1 2 EC countries. 

The yum is a plausible one. 
based on facts exposed m a sur- 
vey by the European consumer 
lobby BE LIC. which says bonks 
and money-changers make holi- 
days and travei a "transborder 
rip-off' ir. the EC. 

faEUC. which groups Europe's 
national consume; organisations, 
says the single EC market due to 


be in place by the end of next 
year has ye: to prove it has 
something !o offer consumers. 

Whether they use cash, 
travellers' cheques or credit-cards 
hidden rales and tricky exchange 
rates mean people pay dearly to 
change and spend money abroad 
and arc left in :he dark as to why. 

The suney was requested by 
the European Commission in 
Brussels, which has been pressing 
the financial sector tor more than 
two years to reduce costs and 
explain them more. 

It shows an Italian visiting the 
tulip- fieids of Amsterdam would 
do better to buy his guilders at 
home than to change his lire at a 
bonk in the Netherlands, where 
he will pay an average 6.4 per 
cent more 

Fo* Germans and French, the 


reverse is often the case. A Ger- 
man will save wd! over a tench of 
his money if he waits until arriv- 
ing on a Greek island before 
changing cash. 

At London's Victoria station 
he will lose the equivalent of one 
pound in five if he changes his 
marks into pounds and back at 
the central exchange kiosk, says 
BEUC's 60-page study. 

And if travellers' cheques are 
safer than cash, they are also 
dearer to convert. 

German banks can charge a 
casual tourist up to 15 marks 
(more than SS) just to cash a 
cheque — poor value for the 
visitor wiih cheques worth onlv 
$20 a piece. 

Life grows more complicated 
when it comes to using credit 
cards or other types of plastic 


cards because of the widely 
varying, often labyrinthine and 
usually unclear terms attached to 
using them. 

EC Consumer Affairs Commis- 
sioner Rare! van Mien said the 
B£UC study showed action was 
needed and said big companies 
such as Visa and Eurocard should 
explain the large differences in 
charges. 

In some countries the corner 
shop will accept vour card in 
payment for a book and a packet 
of cigarettes and in others you 
may by limited to cash conversion 
in banks and bigger stores. 

But almost everywhere there 
are minimum commissions and 
conversion fees which the con- 
sumer is unaware of and would 
find hard to tally even if they 
were explained, says BEUC. 
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Shmeisani 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKMG, AW FREIGHT" 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SON5 

WTEL. 604676 604696 
V§Ns.P.a«K 7806 ^ 

TAW AM UAH ✓ 


:CNneieRe*l«irtnt 

to Jordan 

1sLGrde,JabaI Arman, near 

. 'Mtyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12-00-3 ‘30 
. p.m. 
'6:30-Midnight 



4 Rants- Sato 

• Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

‘ Also many lols of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdonn Real 


rel. 81 0605, 810609, 
- -Pass 810520. 



)3 £ K * NC A U J? Mi-t] 



.^^/kniman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

/ Italian shoes, \\ 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters , 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindiays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


' CHEWS s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireet. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:0(1-3:30 

p.m. 

w 6:30- Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
site 30% larger 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Gnndhys 
Bank. Phone: &U4042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


l\>jnlycriisc. m 

|\ ihis-scctimu 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

e [QQAQQ 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


ry< ^AL'STRaIh 

Ksur xsc e Services 


A UnigyeAKtralianExparitiTce- 

Bv ‘ TMon* tori / J II 


ALL Types Of Insurance- 
•HOUSE HDiD •C-RGO 

•riai • :r;v£l coupecv 

# PE«,Cri£L ACriS'lT a-'Sl'&RL'ti 

Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 510948 Fax: 612948 
L Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. . 



M CROWN I 

| JLNT'L EST. j 

= Packing, shipping, s 

“ forwarc'ng. storage, f 

ll clearing, door-to-door - 
I service s 

g Air See arc! Land £ 

If Tel: 664090 fg 

1 Fax: 690852 1 

BLp.Q.Box 926487 AmmanJB 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0 6o» 94G3 - ran' 602434 
Te!e* 23S33 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


FRESH PASTA 
TOP QUALITY MEAT 
FRESH SEA FOOD 


Hz*?** 


Leonardo r. 
Da Vinci 
Restaurant 

'■‘H 

‘Hii'iun Mi»r 1 177 


TEL.BS244I — GOBSBI 



TheR?i}eiKyPatxe Hold 


LOBBY LOUNGE 

^toABIL 

daily piano 
entertainment 


H IN The sun 




KABAJtm 0ROS.CO. 
HAMMAMAT TU NISI AH STREET 
TEL31Z784 - FAXJ 12792 
AQABA - JORDAN 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door, 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 
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Ivanisevic forces into 2nd roiand 


LONDON (R) — Yugoslav 
'joran Ivanisevic pushed his 
country’s current internal strife to 

the back of bis mind Friday as he 
surged impressively into the 
second round at watery Wimble* 
(fen. 

Ivanisevic, who has been re* 
ceiving the latest news of the 
troubles in Slovenia from his sis- 
ter in Split, beat Britain's 
Andrew Castle 7-6 7-6 6-2. setting 
a personal record of aces in the 
process. 

The lOtb seed blasted 25 first 
serves past the resigned Castle, 
eclipsing his performance against 
Boris Becker in last year’s French 
Open fourth round, and pro- 
nounced himself a good bet to 
improve on his semifinal appear- 
ance at Wimbledon 12 months 
ago. 

‘Tm not here to think about 
politics, Tm here to play my best 
tennis,” said Ivanisevic, reas- 
sured by his 25-year-old sister 
Srdjana that the situation in Split 
at least — far away from the 
conflict in the north — was calm. 


“It’s okay. Everything is quiet. 
Apparently it's hot and nice and 
they’re swimming every day.” _ 

For the fifth successive day, it 
was anything but hot and nice at 
Wimbledon. Just 95 minutes play 
was possible before more rain 
arrived, briefly interrupting two 
intriguing matches involving 
Americans Andre Agassi and 
Jimmy Connors. 

Agassi was 6-5 down to Cana- 
dian Grant Connell in the third 
set of their match on centre court 
with only 29 minutes play possi- 
ble in their delayed first round 
encounter. 

Fifth seed Agassi, still dressed 
in pure white, dropped the set in 
a tie-break after the resumption. 

Connors was looking in good 
order against Finalnd's Veli 
Paloheimo and was leading 6-2 
4-0 when play was halted for 25 
minutes. He quickly wrapped up 
the second set 6-0 after the break. 

Court one bad dried out 
appreciably from the previous 
evening, to the delight of the 



Goran Ivanisevic 

previous incumbent Ivanisevic, 7- 
6 5-5 ahead overnight, who had 
complained to the assistant re- 
feree about conditions. 


“I told the supervisor it was 
dangerous but he did not agree. 
For them it was okay, for me it 
was not okay. 


Sainz stretches lead over 
Finn in N. Zealand Rally 


ROTORUA, New Zealand (R) 
— Spain's Carlos Sainz gradually 
pulled away from second placed 
Juha Kankkunen of Finalnd dur- 
ing a long, hard second day in the 
World Championship New Zea- 
land Rally Friday. 

The Toyota driver stretched bis 
lead over Kankkunen, bis closest 
rival in the World Championship, 
to 40 seconds on a driving day 
lasting more than IS hours. 

“We were going flat out," 
Sainz said after setting fastest 
time in five of the day's 12 special 
stages. “I really could not have 
gone much faster.” 

But the quickest man for much 
of the day was France’s Didier 
Auriol, a team mate of Kank- 
kunen at Lancia. 

He started the day in third, one 
minute 27 seconds behind Sainz 
after a spin and two mechanical 
problems Thursday. 

Auriol recorded fastest times in 
six of the stages and at one point 


had trimmed nine seconds off 
Sainz's advantage. 

But on the final stage the car 
suffered a broken front differen- 
tial and Auriol lost 26 seconds to 
finish the day worse off than he 
had begun it, although still in 
third place. 

Markka Aien of Finland held 
fourth all day. a brush with a 
bank earning his Subaru scars to 
match those on Sainz's and Au- 
riol 's cars. 

Friday's weather was mainly 
fine and the gravel roads — some 
of them very tight and slow — 
were in better condition than the 
muddy route on the rainy Thurs- 
day. 

Ross Meekings of New Zea- 
land took over the lead in the 
Group N production car class 
with his Toyota. 

The rally, seventh round of the 
World Drivers' Championship 
but not part of the manufacturers' 
series, finishes Sunday. 


Brazil, Argentina draw 
in stormy soccer friendly 


CURITIBA, Brazil (R) — 
Argentina’s World Cup goal- 
keeper Sergio Goycocbea kept 
his side alive in Thursday's soccer 
friendly as they drew 1-1 with 
Brazil in a typically stormy dash 
of the South American giants. 

Goycochea, whose perform- 
ance in last year’s World Cup 
made him a nai tonal hero, kept 
the Brazil attack at bay with a 
series of dramatic saves in their 
tune-up for next month's South 
American Championship- 

Brazil needed a controversial 
penalty awarded against Argen- 
tine defender Carlos Enrique to 
salvage the draw after Argentina 
grabbed a 1-0 lead in the 50th 
minute with a breakaway goal by 
Gaudio Caniggia. 

Enrique was sent off for dissent 
as he and his furious team-mates 
surrounded Brazilian referee Wil- 
son Carlos Dos Santos, claiming 
that a handball had been 
accidental. 

Brazil's captain Neto converted 
in the 57th minute to avoid a 
repeat of their 1-0 loss to Argenti- 
na in last year's World Cop. 

Brazil dominated the first half 
but were repeatedly foiled by 
Goycochea. 

In the seventh minute, he tip- 
ped a Neto free kick over his 
crossbar and five minutes later he 
saved a point-blank shot from 
Careca II after the Argentine 
defence failed to dear a corner. 

Goycochea frustrated Neto 
again late in the first half when be 
pushed a free kick onto the cross- 


bar and just before half-time he 
blocked a shot from Valdir, who 
bad been left dear following a 
quick exchange of passes with 
Joao Paulo. 

Argentina did not manage a 
single shot in the first half. 

They finally got on the 
scoreboard when Caniggia, scor- 
er of the winning goal in last 
year’s World Cup dash between 
the two countries, picked up a 
loose ball on the edge of the 
Brazil penalty area and beat two 
defenders with a shot into the far 
corner of the goal. 

Although billed as a friendly, 
the match was anything bat as the 
traditionally heated Brazil- 
Argenrina rivalry boiled over 
several times. 

Renato of Brazil and Argen- 
tine captain Oscar Ragged were 
involved in an off-th e-ball inci- 
dent in the first half. 

Tempers flared again the 57th 
minute when Brazil were 
awarded the penalty that led to 
the equaliser when a clearance by 
Argentine defender Sergio 
Vazquez struck Enrique's hand in 
the penalty area. 

In the 65th minute, Branco of 
Brazil and Gabriel Batistuta of 
Argentina dashed in another off* 
tbe-baD incident and one minute . 
later Branco was booked for a 
violent , challenge on the same 
player. 

Neto was also booked for a 
violent challenge on Fabian 
Basuaklo just before the end. 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

4AQJ64 TJB52 .7 *AJ8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

I ♦ Pass 1 NT Pass 

? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*AQ6 76 :-A752 10853 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 NT 


What action do you take? 

Q-3 — -Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AJ852 TRIOS QJ9 4K3 
The bidding has proceeded; * 
South West North East 
1 * Pass 2 4 


What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AJB52 7K109 : QJ9 4K3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
I * Pass 2 ? Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A83 TQ7 vKJ954 4QI06 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 v Pass 

1 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

4A87 '853 K1092 4KQJ 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

1 v Pass Pass 1 7 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Johnson is no sure bet 
for Canada’s Tokyo team 


TORONTO (R) — Ben Johnson 
is hoping to regain some lost 
glory at August’s World Athletics 
Championships but he may run 
out of time in his bid to qualify 
for the competition. 

Johnson has yet to secure a 
spot in Canada’s team for the 
Tokyo event and needs to post a 
time of 10.30 seconds or better in 
100 metres competition to clinch 
a berth. 

The 29-year-old Johnson will 
have his next shot at qualifying 
Monday when he is slated to race 
arch-rival Carl Lewis in Lille, 
France. 

It will be their first encounter 
since the 1988 Olympics when 
Johnson failed a drug test and 
forefeited his 100-metre gold 
medal and world record time of 
9.79 seconds. 

The long-awaited showdown is 
looming as a mismatch. Lewis 
clocked the third fastest 100- 
metre time — 9.93 seconds — 
two weeks ago at the U.S. Cham- 
pionships. 

Johnson, who returned to com- 
petition in January after serving a 
two-year drug suspension, has 
fared poorly in his four 100-metre 
outings with times of 10.69 and 
10.54 in May, and 10.41 and 
10.40 in June. 

If Johnson fails to beat the 
10.30 mark beforehand, his final 
opportunity to match the stan- 
dard will come at the Canadian 
Nationals from July 25-28. 

Johnson is currently ranked 
fourth in Canada with times equal 
to those be ran as a 19-year-old in 
1981 before he began using ster- 
oids. 

Cecil Smith, executive director 
of the Ontario Athletics Associa- 
tion. feels Johnson is no certainty 
to qualify. 

“His times are improving. But 
the big question is whether Ben 
has enough time to run 10.30 by 
the Canadian Nationals,” Smith 
said. 


“I think he’s going to run out of 
time.” 

Canada can send three 10Q- 
meire runners to Tokyo, but 
Smith said Canadian sprinters 
Bruny Surin and Atlee Mahom 
have virtually assured themselves 
berths. 

“Thei-e's really only one spot 
left." he said. “Right now it’s 
Ben’s to lose.” 

Ironically, Brian Morrison has 
done Johnson a favour by remov- 
ing himself from contention after 
receiving a two-year ban earlier 
this month when he failed a ran- 
dom drug test. Morrison tested 
positive for Sranozolol. the same 
steroid which proved Johnson's 
undoing. 

But two other Canadians — 
Glenrov Gilbert and Brad 
McCuaig — are expected to 
mount strong challenges to John- 
son for a world team berth. 

Various theories on Johnson's 
slow times are being heard. 

Some say Johnson is simply 
posting times that more accurate- 
ly reflects his drug-free ability. 
And. they note, that Johnson 
turns 30 in December. 

Others rile the fact Johnson 
had no coach during his rwo-vear 
suspension. Since he has been 
back he has had two different 
coaches. 

Johnson's past success as a 
sprinter — aided by eight years of 
steroid use — and current strug- 
gles appear to offer strong proof 
that steroids do indeed work. 

Dr. Andrew Pipe, chairman of 
the newly-formed Canadian Anti- 
Doping Organisation, agreed the 
cessation of steroid use unques- 
tionably results in diminished 
performance. 

“There is good evidence in the 
(medical) literature than one be- 
comes dependent on anabolic 
steroids so there are differences 
encountered when an athlete 
stops using them.” Pipe said. 


Jordan Open Golf 
championship results 


By Manem Fakhouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Some 4Q competitors including visitors from Syria and 
the Gulf region took part in the Jordan Open Golf Championships 
held Friday at the Bisharat Golf course under the patronage of HRH 
Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein. 

The men competition was won by Tariq Afrid, who is Pakistan's 
ambassador to Jordan, with a score of 72. (This was a new course 
record). Last year’s title holder Mr. Shishir Dutta came second 
followed by Mr. Oh Jong Kim 

The ladies competition was won by Mrs. Jenny Murphy. The 
handicap competition was won by Mr. T. Meguro with Roy Law as 
runner up and Tun Charsley third. 

Special prizes were awarded to beginners with first going to Tony. 
Gardiner, second to Awni Nasser and third to Bob Bowker, who is 
Australia's ambassador in Amman. 

The men’s trophy was presented by HRH Prince Ra'ad ben Zeid 
and the ladies trophy was presented by HRH Princess Muna. 

The event was sponsored by Hotel Jordan Intercontinental. 


French, Epsom Derby winners 
scare opposition in Ireland 


DUBLIN (R) — Europe’s big 
two. Generous and Suave Dan- 
cer. have frightened off the 
opposition in Sunday’s Irish Der- 
by horse racing classic. 

Only six face the Curragb star- 
ter — the smallest field since 1937 
— and that includes a 500-1 Pace- 
maker and 1,000-1 complete out- 
sider. 

But it remains a high-quality 
affair, which has the added spice 
of Lester Piggott riding unbeaten 
Irish defender Sportsworld for his 
old friend and mentor Vincent 
O’Brien. 

At the other end of the scale 
part-time trainer Luke Comer has 
entered the 1.000-1 chance Barry’s 
Run. 

The colt has been beaten in all 
his 19 races to date, but one 
hopeful punter in London 
Wednesday laid out £1,000 
(51.620) to win £1 million (51.62 
million). 

English Derby winner Gener- 
ous looks like starting an even 
money favourite, nanowfy/ pre- 
ferred to French counterpan 
Suave Dancer at around 6-4. 

Both colts have impressive 
credentials. Generous, ridden by 
Alan Munro, was a sparkling five 
lengths winner at Epsom, while 
Suave Dancer, with Cash Asmtis- 
sen on . board,, swept home by 
four lengths at Chantilly. 

If the pair reproduce their form 
it could be a classic to savour. 

Generous finished only fonrth 
in the English 2,000 guineas raced 
over a mile (1.6 km) at Newmar- 
ket. 

But over the 12 furiangs (2.1 
km) at Epsom he proved twice 
the performer, going clear of 
Marju with third-placed Star Of 
Gdansk another seven lengths 
away. 

Maiju underlined the value of 
the form when winning at Royal 
Ascot last week and Generous 
has- a bright chance. 

The colt will not travel until the 


morning of the race, trainer Paul 
Cole recalling a disappointing 
performance in France last year 
when Generous stayed overnight 
in Deauville. 

Cole reports his star “as a fit as 
a flea” and ambitious Munro in 
the saddle will be keen to add to 
fads lannrfs. 

the 24-year-old Englishman 
rides in a crouched American 
style, to that of Asmus- 

sen, his chief rival Sunday. 

The French-based American 
has recovered from a broken 
collar bone and on the form book 
Suave Dancer has every chance 
of emulating previous French and 
Irish Derby double scorers. 
Assert in 1982 and Old Vic in 
1989. 

The ground for the 12 furlong 
test is likely to be ou the soft side 
after a recent downpour and 
Suave Dancer has proved be can 
handle a yielding surface. 

Generous ran badly the only 
time he met Real Give in the 
terrain but that was at Deauville 
when seemingly homesick. 

Sportsworld, quoted at 11-2, 
would be a sentimental winner 
for die old firm of Piggott and 
O'Brien who go back together to 
the days of the Minstrel, Nijinsky 
and Sir Ivor. 

The colt has won all his three 
races to date but Sunday repre- 
sents a for sterner task. 

Star Of Gdansk (10-1) ran on 
well at Epsom but it is hard to see 
him and jockey Christy Roche 
making up the 12 lengths which 
separated them and Generous in 
the English Derby, despite the 
presence of their own pacemaker, 
500-1 shot Nordic Admirer. 

Whatever the fate of Barry’s 
run — said, incidentally, to have 
sparkled in a gallop at home 
Monday — Comer will not leave 
the Curragb empty-handed. 

Prize money goes to the first six 
home with the last placed picking 
up about 515,000. 


Peanuts 


, TOPAY WE'RE GOING 
|T0 5TUPYTHE PARTING 
OF TOE REP SEA... 


TOE GREAT 
6AT5BY 
PIPTOAT! 



HE PIP NOT! YOU'RE GOING 
TO PRIVEME CRAZY!! GET 
OUT OF MV CLA55/G0 HOME! 


WELL. WHAT | 
ARE YOU 
WAITING 
FOR? 


I CAN T 
REACH TOE 
DOORKNOB,. 




Andy Capp 


r MUSTA/E BEEN ONE LONG 
NK3HWV4RE.I PONT KNOW 
MOW M3U TO 



.THE HORRORS OF 
WAR* B-i,FLO? 

SHEER HELL, 
DEAR- THE 
LENGTH 
OFTV'AEYOU 
HAVE 1*3 SO 
ON HEARING- 
ABOUT IT 



Mutt‘nMeff 



TORECAST FOR SATURDAY 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Asuxtogar,. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Startling and unexpected develop- 
ments are apt *o be takio& place 
today so it would be better 'il you 
have made no definite commit*-. 
meats and just go with the flow dlj 
the ’dost settles. 

ARXESt (March 21 to April 19) 
You are fascinated by some mat- 
ters or persons from a distance or 
by some^changes that are starting 
to come^in being to let mem . 
proceed fully. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Avoid trying to get out from under 
some obligauoo-pryon can lose the 
good win of onewtio has otherwise 
your interest at heart for your 
success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 lb June 21) A, 
day to make sure you do not try to 
put a fast one over oa some associ- 
ate but control this ahnost irresti- 
We urge to do' what yotfVe prom- 
ised. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June; 22 to 
July 21) You have lots of odds and 
ends to do that you couldrf? care 
less about doing bat this is the best ' 
way to utilise this day wisely. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have the urge to run away from 
what you've agreed to do to play at 
some venture that could do you no 
good whatever so first finish jobs 
started. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is your day to carefufly 


sidestep that aigumentive subject 
at home and put jwr. time and 
energies' getting fenuJy to know 
you- vahte. them.' 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
.22) Now you are aMe to find me 

- sore spot in usual work that re- 
quires much lime and attention on 
your part to heal and make np 1 
with dafty contact. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber!) Aday tobesure yon do not 
spend more than you can afford on 
some temporary pleasure that 
actually does you no good m any- 
.way at all. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
I>eceiiiberr2j) You have a sort of. 
disc on tent now that causes you to 
blurt out with some contentious 
comments that could well put you 

- behind the- eight ball. ' 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 

' January 20) You are aD stirred up 
to try to get out of some restriction 
' but yon go into it yotnself so don’t 
by to shove it off on someone else. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now yon find you have ail 
kinds of desires to see and be with 
' friends and to try to get them to see 
some personal pressure as'you do 
but they are naturally indifferent. 

PISCES: (February 20 so March 
20) You want to go straight to ope 
.in power in someway and -tell him 
you would be stkbng your neck 

out where h wouW put you in 
advene light- 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



-What kind of potato chips do we 
want? Regular, Hte, decaffeinated 
or unleaded?" . > 


l THAT SCRAMBLE WORD GAME 
|g by Henri AmoM and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


MYKUI 

R 



□ 


mm 




□ 

FIN 

* 

LU 




r Y N 




GRAVEA 



E 

U 


PiNGYT 


c 


mm 


THE BACHELOR 

claimep he hajp 

LOT-6 OF CHANCES 
TO 6ETMARKCP 
BUT KEPT SAYING — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the atxwe cartoon. 


w^-^ rmnm em 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yfvzfntti nirR I Jumbles: PARTY GUISE FLABBY DAWNED 

^ ‘ Answw Money taks without giving — ITSELF AWAY 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Wrtgtey Reid 
denizens 
5 Petty quarrels 
to Ugly one 

14 King of comedy 

15 ForruneteUng 
card 

16 Gr pitcher 

17 Dotigias/Close 

ram 

20 Contestants 

21 Fashionable 

22 Lavtn TV sitcom 

23 Prolonged 
quarrel 

24 Neighbor of Md. 

26 Kind of carpet 

27 Strange 

28 2 on the dial 
31 Leaves 

33 Gun attachment 

35 WeU-mformed 

36 Lace mat 

38 Farm unit 

39 Mktdle-ot-ihe- 
road politician 

41 Lagers 

42 They loop the 

LOOP 

43 CIA kin 

44 Chm. principle 

46 Map abbr, 

47 Hawaiian dance 

48 School: Fr. 

50 Musical 

direction 
53 Momentanly 
dazzling 
56 KHriB/LHlman 
fHm 

58 North Sea 
feeder 

59 Change 

60 Portico 

61 Estrada 

62 Looks 
salaoousty 

63 Transmit 

DOWN 

1 Bistro 

2 — Bator 

3 Military units 

4 Become tangled 

5 Position 

6 Stroked gently 


■ 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

a 

a 

a 




a 

■ 

a 

a 



a 

a 

a 

■ 

a 

■ 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


01991 nUM UmM Satvtcas, 
AM Rifpns FtewM 


7 Part ol BA 
BGrag 

9 As a regular 
practice 

10 Carried 

11 Ken or Lena 

12 Like two peas 
in — 

13 Gainsay 

18 Hideaways 

19 Raw 

23 Thwart 

24 Tied hn tennis 

25 Force Out 

28 Speedup 

29 Yogi of baseban 

30 Summit 

32 Explosive letters 

33 Pose 

34 ScOL turndown 
38 Faithless 

37 Mountain m 
Thessaly 

40 Highway 

41 Showed 
disfavor 

44 Wobble 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved; 


0HOCI HORQH 0 
hhbp Honna “ 
nnnanciHnmh n 
nQonnQHo onn 
Hinder nraraK 
annnon ranann 
funnoH mnnnn 
nnsa Rnnne f 
gnn raranno qp 
HBnnranQn ar ^ 

nniTirin mo dp 


ransn nnnBB 

Elmos HrapiniB 


Thespians 
Theneh 
Fertile loam 

Prevaricated 

Scat lady 
Asian desen 


54 'Go 


a 

a 

a 

a 


m 

■ 

■ 

■ 







a 

■ 

■ 

■ 



Ubi 
57 Cor 



















nomy 
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Currents 

Bid J ( ffler 

L.5. Dollar 

.sit 

.ri> 

Sterling Pound 

1.1207 

l.'Ctf 

Deutsche Mark 

.3431 

. FASO 

Swiss Franr 

.44*3 

.444? 

French Franc 

-MSS 

.H>4 

Japanese Yen® 

.4954 

.457? 

Dutch Guilder 

.5399 

.34 IF 

Swedish Krona 

.loss 

. 1065 

Italian Lira 0 

.0514 

.os t: 

Belgian Franc 


.C1S7J 


tv im 

OChcr Curmicta 


Date: 27-0. 7997 


Current) 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 


1.1200 

Lebanese lira 1 

.0750 

.QUO 

Saudi Rival 

.U24 

. 1&54 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

r 

Qatari Rival 

.IS52 

. IS61 

Egyptian Pound 

.1900 

.2100 

Omani Rival 

1.7500 

1.7700 

UAE Dirham 

- 755? 

.1651 

Greek Drachma 4 

.35 iO 

.5660 

Cypriot Pound 

1.5900 

1.4200 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial NUrkat 


Index 

19/6/1997 Uow 

26/6.1991 fioM: 

Ail-Share 

112.65 

772.95 

Banking Sector 

106.12 

106.03 

Insurance Sector 

116.51 

117.22 

Industry Sector 

116.90 

117.76 

Services Sector 

150.96 

. 151.36 


Drermbrr M. l*w -- IBB 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.6200/10 
1.1415/20 
1.8140/50 
2.0400/10 
1 .5603/10 
37.33/37 
6.1400/50 
1350/1351 
138.10/11 
6.5510/60 
7.0750/0800 
7.0100/50 

One ounce of gold 367.00/367.50 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 




Japan scandals 
for foreign securities houses 


TOKYO (R) — Foreign secur- 
ities houses in Tokyo see big 
opportunities arising from the 
current scandals embroiling their 
big four Japanese competitors. 

The exposure ttf corrupt mar- 
ket practices and the purge of 
powerful personnel could give a 
boost to financial deregulation 
and remove obstacles to market 
access, foreign securities house 
officials say 

“There’s no high moral ground 
left for Japanese brokers." said 
Mr. Paul Summerville, senior 
economist at Jardinc Fleming 
Securities Lid. 

“If makes foreign brokers look 
a lot more attractive, it's good for 
the industry." he added. 

“I don’t think we're going to 
have to push,” said a senior 
official at one major ' non- 
Japanese securities house. 

Straight bonds and other forms 
of corporate finance, fund man- 
agement and derivatives are the 
likely areas for fresh confronta- 
tions between foreign and 
Japanese brokers, and (he fore- 
igners feel their hands have been 
strengthened. 

Japanese investors may be in- 
creasingly attracted to the soph- 
isticated investment techniques 
and research foreign firms offer, 
if they come to rely less on the 


marketing muscle and tacit 
guarantees of (he mg four 
Japanese llrnis. 

"If people can no longer look 
forward to guaranteed returns, 
they will he looking for more 
sophisticated hedging techniques, 
and arbitrage." said Mr Kenneth 
Counts, strategist at D B. Capii.il 
Markets Asia Ltd. “Those .ire 
areas where foreign firms have 
invested a great deal, and art- 
more competitive . ' ' 

A common view in Tokyo 
that the brokerage scandal repre- 
sents a victory h\ a pr« - 
dcrcgul.ition faction within the 
ministry of finance (MOF* use: 
regulators and powerful industry 
interest* that favoured :hc star us 
quo 

“ There was a need in clean 
house." the foreign othci.d -.^id 
MOF regulators and the secur- 
ities industry they oversaw had 
grown too close. 

"I've always thought thL was 
the biggest impediment to the 
marketplace." he said. 

Japan’s efforts to deregulate its 
financial system have hogged 
down in the conflicting interests 
of the country’s bankers and 
brokers. 

While many MOF officials 
agree on the need for change, the 
ministry's banking and securities 


Rising Caspian Sea 
threatens Iranian 
exports of caviar 

NICOSIA (R) — The alarming rise of the Caspian St-a is threatening 
half of Iran's caviar exports, Tehran radio has said. 

The sea, which has already flooded hundreds of hectares of paddy 
fields On its southwestern coast, is threatening the Ashuradeh 
peninsula in the southeast where more than half of Iran's caviar is 
processed. 

The radio said “160 houses and pan of the fishery facilities have 
been flooded and if ihe rise continues, the whole peninsula will be 
inundated.*' 

President Akbar Hashcmi Rafsanjani visited the Caspian coast last 
week to review measures taken to deal with the rise of the sea in 
recent months. 

The Caspian, the world's largest inland body of water, is enclosed 
by Iran and the Soviet Union. Most of its 1 .200-kilomeire length lies 
in the Soviet Union. 

The Iranian news agency IRMA said two weeks -ago that the sea 
had risen 40 centimetres in two months, probably a result of greater 
inflow from the Volga and other Soviet rivers. 

Rising Caspian waters have flooded hundreds of homes near ihe 
town of Cheleken on its eastern coast in Soviet Turkmenia and its 
southwestern coast in Iran, according to Soviet and Iranian press 
reports this month. 


WORLD 5TOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — News reports that Finance Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto said the mrnistiy may review whether public entities should 
invest in equities hurt already bearish sentiment. The Nikkei 
average ended down 252.07 at 23.290.96. 

SYDNEY — The All Ordinaries index ended up 5.4 at 1 .506.2 on 
the last trading day of the financial year, escaping profit 
downgrades by two major mining houses just after the close of 
trade. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices closed broadly lower as selling 
pressure continued on bearish sentiment, weighed down by the 
drop in Tokyo. The Straits times industrial index lost 4.23 points 
to close at 1,489.89. 

BOMBAY — Share prices fell on nervous speculative selling 
ahead of the weekend and the budget. 'The Bom by Stock 
Exchange index fell 20.03 points to 1,269.91. 

FRANKFURT — Shares plunged 2.6 per cent to a five-week low 
on fears a german court ruling would lead to tighter control on 
taxation of investment earnings. The Dax index fell 43.91 to 
1,622.18, the lowest close since May 21. 

ZURICH — Prices finished easier but above lows in moderate 
trading as the market followed sharp losses on the German 
Bourses. The SPI index fell 3.5 to 1,091.4. 

PARIS — A sharp fall in Frankfurt combined with a nervous 
domestic climate pushed the CAC-40 tto a three-month closing 
low of 1,747.62. down 20.37. 

LONDON — The FTSE index ended down 37.7 at 2.414.8. a 
four-pmonth dosing low, on increased speculation of a rise in 
German interest rates and tracking a weaker New York and FTSE 
futures. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips dropped over 1.7 per cent then 
recovered mildly in afternoon trading. Some end-of-quarter 
switching from stocks to bonds and worries about Iraq and U.S. 
h anks prompted the fall. The Dow was down 47 at 2,887. 



hure.iu.-b often act more as iiiw*- 
catcs than iiicrsce.'i u! their rc- 

Npeetive induer:;s. ?ror v -‘*-— iis to 

rs’.lupc the rr.duatrv have dc- 
■jcnc rated ir.tu political com- 
pruRii-ie-i that %.■»!:■>■/;. no one 

Corporate tia.tnce. including 
corporate bond... n. cs battle- 
field in the c-m :’ sj: be: ween 
n.mks jn.J hre»cr«.. ar.d the reg- 
ulatory *!.-.nduf( hj% brought 
domestic nuance :« a virtual 
halt. totcing borrower-, offshore 
to the Euromarket. 

ci cry body i:it> lived r.uy.% a 
inv-otf-.r. runctoi.-::.':^ domestic 
hum*, market is «1 cj; ruble, but 
neither t .ink* no: hr,.krr\ war.: to 
Civ .• up luC'ittve poMleicv 'hey 
i.'fij.n uriJcr the wjrren: -.stern. 

i ore.’J:; nr.-.k wan: desper- 
ately to rrcaii in:.* the market, 
.ind n».w the. sc roe an opcr.ing. 
The L‘ S err. trier.: has been 

a vocu- udtoc.ite ».*f reform in 
Japanese financial markets, 
Japanese brokers’ practice nf 
compensating wisents for losses 
has been an item el discussien in 
past hii.deful talks 

The Japanese brokerage scan- 
dals in-oiving lies to cangsiers 
.md SosS-Csivering for favoured 
clients have raised doubts Japan’s 
financial markets will ever re- 
form. 

Pessimists say dubious deals 
and shady links to the underworld 
are part of business here. 

“Scandal is an inherent charac- 
teristic of the Japanese financial 
system." said Mr. Robert Zielins- 
ki. financial analyst at Jardine 
Fleming Securities Lid. "It’s part 
of Japan." 

Or, Monday the securities in- 


dustry was shaker, by the resigna- 
tion of presidents of two of 
Japan’s leaatrre brokerages, 
Nomura Securities Cc. Ltd. and 
Nikko Securities Co Ltd. 

The resignations followed news 
that ihe brokerages had covered 
investment io?.se* by favoured 
corporate ctier.ls ar.d introduced 
affiliate firms to -rficiais of a golf 
club later found to oe run by the 
head of Japar*’> second largest 
“Yakuza” crime syndicate. 

Nikko also acknowledged 
another affiliate r.ad lent funds to 
the same crime syndicate, and a 
finance ministry official sajd 
Tuesday a Nomura finance affili- 
ate had done the same. 

Tar other two cl Japan’s big 
four brokerages. Daiwu Secur- 
ities O Ltd. and Yamaichi 
Securities Co. Ltd., also admitted 
Monday they had compensated 
clients for losses law year, just as 
they had for losses in the 1987 
wor’d slock market crash. 

The finance ministry said Tues- 
day it would crack blown on such 
practices. Police vowed ro investi- 
gate the Yakuza links. 

But sceptics said the scandals 
are the underside of a social and 
economic structure that values 
long-term business ties and social 
stability. 

Market expens say compensat- 
ing favoured clients for losses is 
common in the securities busi- 
ness. Critics said the finance 
ministry turned a blind eye to the 
practice. 

“The economic system is based 
on mutual support and protec- 
tion. Banks help out troubled 


clients all the time and in the 
brokerage system it’s the exact 
same thing." Mr. Zictin&ki said. 

"They take care of the clients 
because of the long-term rela- 
tionships." he noted. 

Links among Yakuza and brok- 
ers. not unknown in the past, are 
also unlikely to be eradicated 
swiftly, analysts said. 

“Yakuza are permitted to 
coexist within Japanese society so 
dealing with them is unavoid- 
able," Mr. Zielinski said. 

Those who expect the broker- 
age scandals to produce little 
change in the murky side of 
Japanese finance note a major 
share scandal which toppled then 
prime minister Noboru Takes him 
in 19&9 yielded no major political 
reform. 

Mr. Takeshita himself, never 
absent from the corridors of pow- 
er. is now cited as a possible 
successor to premier Toshiki 
Kaifu when his term ends in 
October. 

.Nomura President Yoshihisa 
Tabuchi is likely to retain con- 
siderable influence, financial 
analysts say. He will became a 
Nomura vice chairman but with- 
out executive authority. 

But other securities experts 
and some businessmen say 
change will come, though slowly. 

"Is Japan going not only to 
present a cleaner image but turn 
into a cleaner country? I think 
over the medium-to long-term 
that is the inevitable direction 
Japan will take." said Mr. Jesper 
Koll, economist at S.G. Warburg 
Securities. 


Iraq lifts 
restrictions 
on cash 
withdrawals 

BAGHDAD (AP» — The fi- 
nance ministry has lifted the res- 

triction on withdrawal of cash 
from Iraqi banks first imposed ai 
the beginning of the Gulf war 
more than five months ago. the 
party newspaper Al ThawTa re- 
ported Friday. 

Iraqis, who had been limited to 
withdrawals of just 400 dinar* per 
month, or 51.280 at the official 
rate of exchange, wall now be able 
to move any amount of money 
from their checking and savings 
accounts. Finance Minister Majid 
Abed Jaafar said 

The dinar is sold for S3. 2 at the 
official rate, but its value on (he 
black market six dinars to the 
U.S. dollar. Mr. Jaafar said that 
the lifting of the ban came "after 
the banks returned to their nor- 
mal activities and in order to 
utilise national savings in invest- 
ment and efforts to reconstruct 
the country's economy.” 

The move was seen as an 
attempt to curb high inflation 
rates of 250 per cent or more 
since the Gulf war by restoring 
public faith in newly minted di- 
nars and in the banking system. 

The government imposed the 
ban immediately after the U.S.- 
led allied forces began their air 
campaign against Iraq on Jan. 17 
to force it to withdraw from 
Kuwait. 

The government feared a run 
on private accounts that might 
lead to a collapse of the banking 
system. 


U.S. opposes 
further dollar 
appreciation 

WASHINGTON iR) — A furth- 
er rise in the value of the dollar, 
up substantially since the begin- 
ning of the tear, could potentially 
hurt U.S. competitiveness in worid 
markets, a senior treasury official 
has said. 

Undersecretary David Mul- 
ford. in testimony before a Sen- 
ate banking subcommittee, 
however, made it clear the Un- 
ited Stares was not worried that 
its exports would be undercut at 
present dollar levels. 

"We indicated I at the Group of 
Seven meeting) that we did not 
have j concern about the present 
level of the dollar, but obviously, 
we are not anxious ro see the 
-dollar continuing to appreciate, 
because at some point, it will 
impact our competitiveness." Mr. 
Mulford said. 

United States policymakers 
have been watching the dollar 
closely since if it were to get too 
strong. U.S. exports overseas 
would be too expensive . 


British boardroom fat cats 
slammed for soaraway wages 


LONDON (Ri — British politi- 
cians have slammed senior busi- 
ness executives for accepting 
huge pay rises. 

“It's a fat cats' greed race." 
opposition Labour Party member 
George Foulkes told the House 
of Commons. 

Businessmen were flayed for 
taking double-figure pay rises 
while the Conservative govern- 
ment calls for wage restraint and 
2.2 million people are jobless. 

Many of the well-rewarded ex- 
ecutives head formerly state- 
owned businesses privatised 
under former prime minister, 
Mrs. Margaret Thatcher. 

Their rises, some topping 60 
per cent, have become a source of 
embarrassment to her successor. 
Mr. John Major. 

Mr. Major has called some of 
the rises unjustified and asked for 
restraint, but every day brings a 
new storm over salaries. 

On Thursday the chief of elec- 
tricity supplier Powergen was re- 
ported to have almost rrebled his 


salary and benefits over two years 
to £200,000 (almost 5400,000). 

The day before, another priva- 
tised power company. National 
Power, awarded its chief a 58 per 
cent pay rise. 

There was controversy earlier 
this year when Bank of England 
Governor Robin Leigh- 
Pemberton won a 17 per cent 
rise. But that soon paled into 
insignificance compared with a 66 
per cent boost for the chairman of 
British Gas. which took his 
annual salary to £370,000 
(S604.000). 

British Telecommunications 
Chairman Ian Vallance donated 
£150,000 ($244,000) to charity 
after a public storm over his 43 
per cent rise. 

Labour parliamentarians, 
whose salaries start at about 
£29,000, exploited Mr. Major's 


discomfort Thursday by asking if 
this was the classless society he 
has said he wants to promote. 

Labour member Elliot Morley 
asked: “Is Majorism simply ex- 
tortion by the few and exploita- 
tion of the many?" 

Conservative politician. Sir 
John Stokes, who has worked for 
British multinationals including 
Imperial Chemical Industries, 
struck back at Labour, asking: 
“Am I alone in getting tired of 
the politics of envy." 

Mr. Major himself earns just 
over £66,000 (about $110,000 a 
year. 

He replied to Thursday’s critics 
by saying that while huge pay 
rises were regrettable the govern- 
ment would not interfere with the 
commercial decisions of formerly 
state-run monopolies 


FOR RENT. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

E Three '•ed'eoms. 

E3 Two bedrooms 
□ Studio or ore bedroom. 

Independent C.H and telephones. 

Location: Shmetsam. near Birds Garden 
Owner's Tel. 6678S2 



TO THOSE WHO HAVE 
GOOD TASTE AND TALENTS 


of Agriculture Stores 

The one and the only such place in Jordan 

Unique flowers arrangements (natural, artificial and 
oriea fiowe-'s). Plants, garden supplies, rare singing 
and soeaking birds, indoor fish and their acces- 
sories. 

Visit us to enjoy the Heavenly-made things 

Amman, University Road, beside 
Al Ral Newspaper, Tei. 685627 



The cosy atmosphere for a good 

SQUASH GAME 


Mi 


TEL.823274 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

in order to expedite service, the American Embassy in 
Amman has established a special telephone number to 
provide information to citizens of Iraq regarding immigrant 
visa petitions. If a personal appearance at the embassy is 
required, an appointment will be scheduled. Please do not 
come to the embassy regarding an immigrant visa matter 
without an appointment. The special telephone number 
may be called Sunday thru Thursday, 0800-1200 O'clock. 

Tbe number to call is 641-954 


GOETHE INSTITUT - RMMRN ^ O 

German Language Courses Summer 1991 
q FOR BEGINNERS 

Super Intensive Courses 2-27/7 Sal.Sun Tue Wed S - 1 1.30 a.m 
Continuation 30/7 - 27/8 8 - 1 1.30 a.m 

Intensive Courses 2/7-17/8 Sat Sun Mon.Tuc Wed 9 - 10.30 aon 


© FOR ALL LEV ELS: Normal Courses 2/7-28/8 Sat Sun 
Tuc Wed 4.15 - 5.45 or 6 - 730 p.m 

R jgistration for all these courses : 29 and 30 / 6 9 aon - 12 noon and 
3 - 6 p.m Course Tecs JD 30 

For More Information Call Tel 64 1 993 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished and fully equipped, 2-bedroom apartment for 
rent near the Fifth Circle-Amman. 

Call Tel.: 822640 


TO LET 


Two ground-floor flats in a physician villa with super deluxe 
finishing. 

Each consists of two bedrooms, salon with a separate entrance. 
Location in a very good residential area to the east of Jordan 
University. 

Preferred diplomat families or non-permanent rentals. 

Tel.: 662213 from 10:00 to 1:00 a.m.-4:00 to 7:30 p.m. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Services in English tomorrow: St. Peter's Day 

8 a.m. Holy Communion 

GAO p.m. Family Communion 

Celebrant: The Revd. William Taylor 

Preacher. The Very Revd. Derek Taylor 

(St. Christopher's Cathedral. Bahrain) 

Tel: 628543 
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Communist revolt against 


Gorbachev sweeps Siberia 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Hard- 
tare Communist chiefs in major 
Sibe rian cities and regions were 
reported Friday to have launched 
a drive dearly aimed at forcing 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to resign as head of the 
party. 

The radical newspaper Nezavi- 
simaya Gazeta and the official 
TASS news agency quoted state- 
ments from once all-powerful 
organisations denoundng what 
they called “a slide to capitalism" 
under the current party lead- 
ership. 

“The actions of the political 
and state leadership of our coun- 
try have in recent times taken on 
an even more anti-people charac- 
ter,” said a joint declaration by 
11 party first secretaries cited by 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta. 

And TASS said the Communist 
organisations of the major indust- 
rial centre of Novosibirsk had 
called for an emergency congress 
of the Soviet Communist Party to 
discuss the situation created by 
the “inconsistency” of its top 
leaders. 

“The course of a radical renew- 
al of socialism has been replaced 
with an increasing slide into capi- 
talism,” said the Novosibirsk 
statement, which also criticised 
chiefs of the conservative- 
dominated Russian Communist 
Party for "weakness.” 

“Destructive processes are 
mounting in the country and total 
chaos in the economy and the 
collapse of statehood cannot be 
ruled out,” declared the state- 
ment. issued after a joint meeting 
of the Novosibirsk city and re- 
gional party bodies. 

The joint declaration reported 
by Nezavisimaya Gazeta was 
signed by the first secretaries of 
the Buryat and Tuvin republics, 
of the Altai and Krasnoyarsk 
regions, and of Irkutsk, Kemer- 
ovo. Omsk. Tomsk. Novosibirsk. 
Tyumen and Chita. 

These represent party orga- 
nisations across vast tracts of 
western and central Siberia where 
party organisations for decades 
held total sway over exploitation 
of huge natural resources ranging 
from oil to timber. 

In their declaration, among the 


toughest yet seen from an orga- 
nised group of top-level oppo- 
nents of Gorbachev’s reforms, 
the Siberian Communist chiefs 
said there had been a sharp swing 
away from officially-approved 
party policy by Moscow 

“The leadership of the party 
and the country is being carried 
out by a narrow group of people 
who are ignoring the constitution 
and the laws of the USSR,” said 
the declaration, the full text of 
which has not been published in 
Moscow. 

“Much of what is happening 
today has nothing in common 
with the perestroika that was 
supported by the patty and the 
people in 1985,” the first secre- 
taries said. Gorbachev was 
appointed party general secretary 
in March 1985. 

The charges against the Krem- 
lin chief and his current team, 
viewed by many liberals and 
radicals as dominated by moder- 
ate conservatives, echoed recent 
complaints by former party num- 
ber two Yegor Ligachev that 
perestroika had gone off the rails. 

But the Novosibirsk accusa- 
tions against chiefs of the Russian 
party, beaded by hardliner Ivan 
Polozkov. suggested there was 
little unity among conservative 
Communists and that many 
wanted a tougher stand against 
Gorbachev. 

Gorbachev, whom many radic- 
als believed had firmly aligned 
himself with the conservatives 
late last year, offered to resign as 
party chief at a plenary session of 
the Soviet party's policy-making 
Central Committee in April. 

His move followed bitter critic- 
ism of his stewardship of the 
organisation from individual 
speakers, several of whom also 
charged that his backing for a 
market economy meant a return 
to capitalism. But his offer was 
not taken up. 


About 45 members of the 
Omon Force stormed the build- 
ing in the secessionist republic 
Wednesday afternoon, evicted its 
employees and cut off telephone 
and telegraph service across 
Lithuania for about two hours. 

A black beret commander told 
Lithuanian officials his men were 
sent to confiscate illegal weapons 
believed stored by pro- 
independence activists. He said 
he was acting under orders of 
Soviet Interior Minister Boris 
Pugo and the Kremlin-appointed 
prosecutor in the republic. 

The troops claimed to find 
weapons in the building, then left 
without incident. There were no 


injuries. 

“The president was immediate- 
ly informed about the events. He 
... urgently instructed (Pugo) to 
investigate the matter,” spokes- 
man Vitaly Ignatenko told the 
news agency Interfax. 

Pugo. a former Latvian KGB 
chief considered a hardliner, de- 
nied to Lithuanian officials 
Wednesday that he ordered the 
attack, a Lithuanian representa- 
tive in Moscow said. 

Interior Ministry spokesman 
Andrei Chernenko confirmed at 
a briefing Thursday that Pugo did 
not know about the raid in adv- 


Probe of 'black berets 1 


In a separate development. 
Gorbachev Thursday ordered his 
interior minister to investigate an 
attack by Soviet “black beret” 
troops on Lithuania's central tele- 
phone building, his spokesman 
said. 


ance. 

"If he had to order every case 
of arms confiscation, he would 
have drowned in a sea of informa- 
tion. This would have impaired 
the promptness and effectiveness 
of militia actions.” Chernenko 
told reporters, according to the 
Soviet news agnecy TASS. 

Lithuanian officials branded 
the raid a “rehearsal" for over- 
throw of the Lithuanian govern- 
ment, which declared independ- 
ence last year. 

Western diplomats said the 
raid likely would hurt Gor- 
bachev's case in London when he 
presents his reform achievements 
to leaders of seven leading indus- 
trialised nations July 15-17. 

“One can get the impression 
that someone is taking these pro- 
vocative steps to spoil the atmos- 
phere on the eve of the presi- 
dent's talks in London." 
Ignatenko said, according to In- 
terfax. 


Germany freezes accounts of 
reform Communists in probe 


BERLIN (R) — Germany has 
frozen all bank accounts of the 
reform Communist Party in an 
inquiry into multi-billion dollar 
assets inherited from its Stalinist 
predecessor, party officials said 
Friday. 

Officials quoted by the party 
newspaper Neues Deutschland 
said the Treuhand government 
agency, which is privatising for- 
mer east Germany’s economy, 
had blocked all accounts of the 
Party of Democratic Socialism 
(PDS). 

“This new Treuhand step effec- 
tively plunges a left-wing opposi- 
tion party into a state of emergen- 
cy,” said a PDS executive state- 
ment quoted by the newspaper. 

Treuhand officials could not be 
immediately reached for com- 
ment. 

PDS leaders Gregor Gysi said 
the Treuhand action amounted to 
virtual expropriation of a move- 
ment already sapped by the cor- 
rupt, repressive legacy of its pre- 
decessor. the Socialist Unity Par- 
ty (SED), which ruled east Ger- 
many for 40 years. 

“This is virtually the end of a 
political party, since now every- 
thing from petrol bills to purch- 
ases of writing paper and a news- 
paper advertisement cannot be 
done without approval of the 
(government)/' he told the 
Saechsische Zeitung newspaper. 

Treuhand said Tuesday it 
would take direct control of the 
PDS real estate empire — 768 


buildings or sites — to secure 
accumulated funds against possi- 
ble laundering. PDS spokesmen 
denied wrongdoing and vowed a 
court fight. 


A popular uprising toppled 
SED rule in late 1989, forcing the 
party into hurried democratic re- 
form and a name change. It was 
trounced in free elections and the 
conservative victors steered east 
Germany to union with west Ger- 
many in October. 


An investigative commission 
had previously curbed PDS finan- 
cial and property transactions ex- 
ceeding 10,000 marks ($5,550) in 
a complicated, long-running in- 
quiry into the origin of the vast 
SED wealth. 

The PDS has persistently de- 
nied accusations of having laun- 
dered ill-gotten funds through 
front companies. 

It said early this year it wanted 
to divest 80 per cent of the myriad 
assets which made rt Europe's 
richest party and keep the rest for 
normal political work. 

Treuhand rejected the plan, 
saying investigators first had to 
determine what had been legally 
acquired. 

The PDS, down from 2.4 mil- 
lion to 240,000 members in 18 
months, is now threatened by 
breakup into factions of old- 
guard Marxists and Socialist re- 
forms. Post-unification elections 
in December relegated it to a 
fringe party in parliament. 


Dane among 

14 killed in 
Sri Lankan 


bus attack 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil separ- 
atist guerrillas massacred 14 bus 
passengers, including a Danish 
national, in eastern Sri Lanka, 
military sources said Friday. 

They said the rebels detonated 
a landmine under the bus Thurs- 
day night at Lahugala in eastern 
Amparai district, opened fire at 
the passengers and set tbe vehicle 
ablaze. 


1 killed in rearmed contra 


attack on Nicaraguan police 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (R) — 
President Violeta Chamorro has 
called for all Nicaraguans to give 
up their arms after contra rebels 
attacked a police station on the 
anniversary of the end of Nicar- 
agua’s eight-year civil war. 

One civilian was killed and two 
wounded in tire attack, a senior 
army official and radio reports 
said. 

About 40 rearmed contras 
attacked the police station in the 
northern town of Qufiab early 
Thursday, a senior army source 
said. It was not immediately dear 
if the victims were tolled by con- 
tra or police fire. 

“Tbe contras tried to spoil tire 
anniversary of the end of the 
war,” said the army source, who 
asked not to be further indenti- 
fied.“It was an act of propaganda 
by a minority group.” 

He had no more details of the 
attack at Ouilali, about 250 
kilometres northeast of Man- 
agua. Radio reports said the re- 
bels fired on the police station 


with grenades and rifles. 

Meanwhile in a ceremony 
marking the anniversary of tbe 
end of tire eight-year war Cha- 
morro called for all armed 
Nicaraguans — former contra re- 
bels and their Sandinista enemies 
— to lay down their weapons. 

A year ago the last of 20,000 
U.S.-backed contras handed over 
their weapons to Chamorro m a 
ceremony that marked the end of 
the rebel's war against the former 
Sandinista government. 

An estimated 400 former rebels 
have rearmed themselves in tbe 
northern mountains and hun- 
dreds of pro-Sandmista farmers 
still have assault rifles given them 
during the war years. 

“I call on any armed Nicara- 
guan to lay down his weapons and 
bravely place confidence in the 
country end this government,” 
Chamorro said in a speech to a 
gathering of about 200 former 
rebels, leaders of the popular 
Sandinista army, diplomats and 
government officials. 


Ten bodies charred beyond 
recognition were found in the 
bus. 

The bullet-riddled bodies of 
four other passengers, including 
those of the Danish national, one 
Sinhalese woman and two Mus- 
lim men, were found outside the 
vehicle. 


The four were apparently shot 
when they tried to run away, the 
sources said. 

Eight passengers were injured 
and taken to hospital. Eleven 
managed to run into tbe nearby 
jungle and escape. 

The sources said the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, fighting 
for an independent homeland for 
the Tamil minority in the north 
and east of the Indian Ocean 
island, were responsible for the 
attack. 


They said tbe name of the 
Danish national was Rasmussen 
Tes Terto, but it was not dear 
what he was doing in Sri Lanka. 

Police quoted residents in the 
area as saying he arrived last 
month as a tourist while others 
said be was believed to be run- 
ning a restaurant at Pottuvil ab- 
out 10 kilometres away on the 
eastern coast. 


This was the first time the 
rebels had killed a Westerner in 
tire eight year-old separatist war 
in which more than 30,000 people 
have died, police sources said. 

The Tigers are the main sus- 
pects in the assassination of for- 
mer Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, killed by a woman 
suicide bomber on May 21 in tire 
south Indian state of Tamil Nadu. 
The rebels have denied any in- 
volvement. 


Three Sri Lankans, believed to 
be Tigers, are among seven 
Tamils arrested in connection 
with Gandhi’s death. Indian in- 
vestigators have said. 

The government blamed the 
Tigers for a bomb attack last 
Friday on the operational head- 
quarters of the Defence Ministry 
in Colombo. 





Thatcher to step down from parliament 


Lech Walesa 


Parliament 
defeats 
Walesa on 
election law 


WARSAW (R) — Poland's 
Communist-dominated parlia- 
ment overwhelmingly rejected 
President Lech Walesa’s veto of a 
controversial election law drafted 
by the assembly. 

The Sejm (lower house) mus- 
tered 21 votes more than the 
required two-thirds majority as 
282 deputies voted Friday to re- 
ject the veto. One hundred were 
against and nine abstained. 

The vote means that Walesa, 
who wanted to stop the election 
regulations he considers as a re- 
cipe for a fragmented and weak 
parliament, is now obliged to sign 
the bill into law. 

Walesa has until July 3 to 
announce Poland's first free par- 
liamentary elections since World 
War II. The only possible date for 
the poll, according to the con- 
stitution and statutory campaign- 
ing period, is Oct. 27. 

Walesa first vetoed parlia- 
ment's draft election law on June 
10. The Sejm then failed by seven 
votes to override his veto and 
passed a simplified draft which 
included most of his demands. 

Walesa was unhappy that the 
revised draft meant voters would 
choose individual candidates on 
party lists. He said this was likely 
to create a parliament of 460 
individuals rather than strong 
parties. 

Walesa has called the Sejm an 
“imposed and illegitimate” cham- 
ber. Sixty-five per cent of its 
members are ex-Communists and 
their former allies holding re- 
served seats under an outdated 
1989 deal with the Solidarity 
movement. 

Most holders of reserved seats 
and some former Walesa aides, 
who have formed the Democratic 
Union Party, voted to overrule 
the veto, dealing him a humiliat- 
ing blow. 

Walesa has held four rallies 
since Sunday as he turned to 
grassroots support to exert more 
pressure on the Sejm. 

“If it appears that we can 
accept any blackmail it will be a 
bad omen for tbe Polish democra- 
cy,” a Democratic Union leader, 
Jacek Kuron, said before the 
vote. 

Walesa warned that he would 
dissolve parliament if it stuck to 
its draft but then backed down, 
saying he would not break tire 
constitution. 


LONDON (R) — Former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher will 
step down as a member of parlia- 
ment, Britain’s national Press 
Association news agency said, 
quoting the Conservative Party 
central office. 

“After the deepest considera- 
tion I have decided not to stand 
again at the next election,” 
Thatcher said in a statement. 

Thatcher. 65. resigned as prune 
minister last Nov. 28 after a 
backbench rebellion in the ruling 
Conservative Party against her 
autocratic style. 

The “iron lady” was Britain's 
first woman prime minister. Hex 
IV/z years in office were the 
longest premiership of the cen- 


tury. 

Her successor was John Major. 
Some Conservatives have been 
urging her not to stay on the 
House of Commons backbenches 
for fear that she might make his 
task more difficult. 


“It is my purpose to continue 
to be a strong ally and friend of 
Prime Minister Major and the 
government be leads,” Thatcher 
added. 


Last Wednesday, Thatcher 
made a powerful speech in parlia- 
ment reiterating her hostility to 
the idea of a federal European 
Community and a single EC cur- 
rency, warning Major not to abdi- 
cate British sovereignty. 



Cambodian rivals agree to Peking talks 


BANGKOK (R) — Rival 
Cambodian leaders have agreed 
to meet in Peking next month to 
try to iron out differences over a 
United Nations peace plan, di- 
plomatic and guerrilla sources 
said Friday. 

It would be the first time the 
rival factions have met in China, 
which has been the main backer 
of the Cambodian guerrillas in 
their 12-year war against the 
Vietnamese-installed government 
in Phnom Penh. 

The informal mid-July meeting 
would be preparation for a full 
formal session of Cambodia's 
Supreme National Council (SNC) 
in Bangkok in late August, said 
the guerrilla source, a member of 
the faction loyal to former 
monarch Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk. 

Among those attending would 
be Hun Sen. premier of the 
Phnom Penh government, he 
said. 

Phnom Penh officials could not 
immediately be reached for com- 
ment. but a Western diplomat in 
Bangkok confirmed the agree- 
ment. 

He said the meeting was 
arranged to sustain momentum 
after the guerrillas and the gov- 
ernment made significant prog- 
ress in narrowing their differ- 
ences during talks this week ar 


the Thai beach resort of Paitaya. 

Among the points agreed were 
a ceasefire and moratorium on 
anus shipments to Cambodia. 

The diplomat said the choice of 
Pelting was significant m thai it 
showed the cordial atmosphere 
that had developed in Paftaya. 

The meeting would not involve 
all 12 SNC members, but it would 
be attended by r e presentatives of 
the United Nations. France and 
Indonesia, the guerrilla' source 
said. 

France and Indonesia co-chair 
the Paris International Confer- 
ence on Cambodia. 

Important differences have stiB 
to be resolved over the U.N. 
peace plan, winch calls for fore- 
ign administrators virtually to run 
Cambodia during a disarmament 
period ahead of elections. 

While the guerrillas have 
accepted the plan in full, Phnom 
Penh wants amendments to pre- 
vent a return to power of the 
Khmer Rouge whose rale from 
1975 to 1979 caused tbe deaths of 
more than a million Cambodians. 

The Khmer Rouge is tbe most 
powerful of the three guerrilla 
factions and has received the 
strongest backing from China. 
Diplomats attribute the unusual 
flexibility tbe Khmer Rouge 
showed .in Pattaya to pressure 
from its aflv. 


The United NaiRms .fasti said it 
cannot send a major -force to 
monitor the ceasefire until, the 
U.N. plan is accepted. 

Diplomats said proper moni- 
toring would require thousands of 
personnel and the United Nations 
was unwilling to commit momsy 
to sutain that kind of force with- 
out a definite political settlement 

Sihanouk said be would preside 
over the SNC, a “super govern- 
ment” of the factions, when 
sets up headquarters in Fhnoiri- 
Penh in November. ' 

On Thursday the former 
monarch urged tire factions to 
respect the ceasefire and asked 
foreign countries which have 
been providing military aid to 
stop doing so immediately. 

In a statement issued “in my 
capacity as former king of Cam- 
bodia” Sihanouk also urged 
countries to stop allowing their 
territory to be used to transport 
military aid to the factions. 

The guerrillas have received 
Chinese arms through Thailand 
for the post decade. China says it 
stopped sending weapons when 
tbe U.N. plan was announced last 
year. 

Thailand’s foreign minster 
Arsa Sarasin. Thursday repeated 
Thai denials that it was a transit 
route for weapons to the guerril- 
las. 


Burma rebels kill 38 troops in ambush 


MAE SOT, Thailand (R) — Bur- 
mese rebels killed 38 soldiers in 
an ambush in eastern Karen state 
in their biggest attack for months, 
Thai army and guerrilla officers 
said Friday. 

More than 300 guerrillas of the 
Democratic Alliance of Burma 
(DAB) attacked about 700 sol- 
diers near the town of Kaw 
Kareik before dawn on June 22, a 
Burmese studem figbier fresh 
from the front told Reuters. 

They killed 38 troops and 


wounded 68. Four ethnic Karen 
fighters were Irilled and six 
wounded, a guerrilla officer said. 

Kaw Kareik is some 50 
kilometres west of the Burmese 
town of Myawadi, which is oppo- 
site the Thai border town of Mae 
Sol 

The rebels took army mortars 
and recoifless rifles before with- 
drawing after a day of fierce 
exchanges, tire guerrilla officer 
said. 

A Thai army officer in Mae 


Sol who bke the other sources 
asked not to be named, con- 
finned tbe Burmese government 
casualties. 

He said tbe Burmese troops 
were on their way to attack the 
Karen base of Komura, dose to 
tbe Thai border. 

Tbe DAB was formed in 1988 
and unites ethnic rebel groups 
with young Burmese disorients 
who fled a brutal military sup- 
pression of an uprising for demo- 
cracy that year. 


South Korean student activists 
attack U.S. Cultural Centre 


SEOUL (R) — Police fired warn- 
ing shots and tear gas to disperse 
hundreds of South Korean stu- 
dents who were attacking a U.S. 
Cultural Centre with firebombs 
Friday, the eve of an American 
tour by President Rob Tae-Woo, 
reports said. 

Witnesses in tbe southwestern 
city of Kwangju said the students, 
who numbered about 400, also 
attacked a police substation. 

They said a small band of 
students entered the building 
bousing the cultural centre and 


staged a brief protest on a bal- 
cony, shooting “Yankee go 
home” afid demanding Roh can- 
cel a trip to the United States and 
Canada scheduled to begin Satur- 
day. 

A police spokesman said five of 
tbe student activists were arrested 
at the scene. He said nearly 30 
police officers were injured. The 
witnesses said some students 
were also hurt during tire inci- 
dent. 

Police fired about 20 blanks 
from a rifle and a pistol as well as 


tear-gas canisters to disperse the 
protesters who were hurting pet- 
rol bombs and rocks, Yonhap 
News Agency said. Police de- 
clined to comment on the report. 

The attack was part of student 
protests against Rob’s trip to tire 
United States, where he will bold 
talks with President George Bush 
Tuesday. Roh will meet Cana- 
dian leaders on Wednesday. 

The U.S. Cultural Centre in 
Kwangju has been attacked by 
students about 30 times since 
1980. 


Am ericans ponder future of bases in Philippines 


SUBIC BAY, Philippines (R) — 
The ship repair workshops at the 
U.S. Subic Bay Naval Base in tbe 
Philippines lie in rains, twisted 
chunks of metal that buckled 
under the weight of a deluge of 
volcanic ash arid sand. 

But one small corner is already 
up and running, turning out a 
new product — shovels. 

“There’s a tot of digging going 
on to remove the mountains of 
sand and undog the drains. One 
of the things we're worried about 
is floods when tbe rains come,” 
said Subic Base spokesman 
Lieutenant-Commander Kevin 
Mukri. 

“We’ve converted one of our 
ship-fitters’ shops to manufacture 
shovels. So far we’ve turned out 
more than 800 to help with tbe 
clean-up,” says Captain John 
Hamilton, commander of the 
Subic Ship Repair Facility (SRF). 

All around buildings lie wreck- 
ed or damaged, reminders of a 
night of terror when Subic was 
bombarded with up to eight in- 
ches (20 cm) of ash and sand from 
Mount Pinatubo some 30 
kilometres to the northeast. 

Tbe eruption forced a quarter 
of a million Filipinos to abandon 
their homes. It shot down Clark 
Air Base nearby and crippled 
Subic, which services the U.S. 
Seventh Fleet, knocking out all 
power and water supplies. 

A U.S. naval armada evacu- 
ated 20,000 Americans from a 
paralysed Subic, leaving a core of 
6,500 servicemen to man tire U.S. 
Navy’s large 1 overseas ship repair 
and supply depot 

“We are right now in a major 


recovery effort,” says Comman- 
der John Sullivan, die executive 
officer in charge of public works 
at the base. 

He expects to get main power 
supplies back up by mid- July but 
told visiting reporters that be- 
cause of the conductivity of ash, 
each electric pylon had to be 
individually cleaned. 

Tbe navy is banging in 700 
extra engineers and construction 
experts to dismantle more than 
200 wrecked or damaged build- 
ings and put up temporary shel- 
ters. 

Tbe SRF lost 40 per cent of its 
buildings but Hamilton said the 
three floating dry docks were not 
damaged, and he expected to be 
operating at 60 per cent of capac- 
ity within a month. 

“We’ll be doing business as 
usual with a tittle bit more grit in 
our shoes than we would like,” he 
said. 

“Luckily most of our equip- 
ment is not state of the art. It is 
very rugged, some dating back to 
World War II, so with a bit of 
grease, we can dean off tire rust 
and get it running again,” be said. 

“We’re here to stay and we’re 
still the best shipyard in the world, 
and that’s the truth,” he added. 

Rear Admiral Thomas Mercer, 
commander of U.S. forces in the 
Philippines, says be has been 
instructed to restore the bases to 
their condition before the erup- 
tion. 

“My mission is to put it back 
exactly as it was.” he said on tire 
Subic quayside. 

But many servicemen feel tire 
bases in the former American 


colony will never be the same 
again. 

“I'm not sure what they will do 
with Clark, whether they will 
abandon it, or what,” says Cap- 
tain Bruce Wood, commander of 
Cubt Point Air Held next to 
Subic where C-130 transport 
planes are landing next to huge 
piles of sand cleared from the 
runway. 

He says Cota has taken over 
tire logistics role of the Military 
Airlift Command (MAC) while 
Clark, just 20 kilom e tres east of 
tbe volcano, is out of action. 

Although U.S. officials say 
Washington has no intention of 
abandoning dark, some service- 
men believe continued eruptions 
of Mount Pinatubo could make it 
unusable. 

“I think the whole U.S. Air 
Force is going to leave,” said 
Sergeant David Campbell, 39. of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“They’re telling us they’re pro- 
jecting (a complete pullout) 
maybe till tbe end of the fiscal 
year, maybe 90 days.” 

Mercer said American nego- 
tiators were still looking for a 
treaty with the Philippines allow- 
ing for continued use of both 
Clark and Subic, bastions of U.S. 
power in the Pacific, for a further 
10-12 years. 

But some defence analysts be- 
lieve Washington could give up 
Clark if reconstruction costs are 
too heavy, or if Manila bolds out 
for too much money in return for 
use of the bases. 

Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Rani Manglapus, arguing that 
restoration would not cost more 


than a angle Stealth bomber, is 
still asking for $825 nriUion a 
year, which Washington has said 
is far too high. 

President George Bush's spe- 
cial negotiator, Richard Annit- 
age, will return to Manila in the 
middle of July to efisenss the 
.future of the bases. 


Meanwhile the Philippine 
military is deploying special 
forces units as early warning 
teams to watch for dangerous 
mudflows from Mount Pinatubo 
volcano, armed forces chief 
General Lisandro Abadia said 
Friday. 

Monsoon rains are expected to 
unleash fresh mudflows down tbe 
flanks of the volcano where mil- 
lions of tonnes of ash and sand 
have accumulated. 

Abadia said six teams of 25 
men trained for jungle survival 
and extreme environmental con- 
ditions wer being stationed 
around Pinatubo to -keep watch 
for tire mudflows which t hr e a t en 
tens of thousands of people living 
in nearby towns. 

The steaming mudflows can 
sweep away bridges and entire 
villages. 

Thousands of exhausted villa- 
gers fled Thursday in cars, buses 
and buffalo carts after scientists 



.Victim of televised 
beating sells 
Amdptloii 


LOS ANGaaJES (R) — The 
motorist wbose beating by Los ; 
Angeled ^policemen- -was; 
videotaped and broadctls* across 

the United States, ' 


production company m qptroa.ro 
make a movie on foe iaiadentflfe 


lawyer said. ' An amateur pfaotof 


being beaten and ■ indeed -more 
than SQifeoes after d w chase on 
March 3. "Four po&cemea ire. 


said fresh mudflows from Pinatu- 
bo could swamp their homes. 

Tbe Philippines has asked 
donor countries and major finan- 
cial institutions for help in coping 
with tire latest disaster to hit the 
country of 60 million people, 
saying the cost could exceed $570 
nnOkm. 


charges. The. lawyer,- Steven. Ler- 
man, would not say .tow much ; 
King was paid by Triple 7 Enter-, 
ta fa nneattnc for. the option. Bat-V 
King's aunt, Angela Kmg, said in 
a television broadcast Sunday 
family mftmbexs were opposed to ■= 
a film based pa the beading. “It * 
brings memories to see- ’him out 
there crawling around on the 
ground and begging fere life” she 


Pakistan’s top 
welfare worker 
wants to leave 


KARACHI (R) — Pakistan's top 
welfare worker declared ro de- 
spair Wednesdaythat he had tost 
&iihmhiscoanOyandwanted£o 
return to India from where fee 
had migrated after its jmhoxm nr 
1947. “Palristan has become nnfff 
for human beings,” Manlana Sat- 
tar Edhi said in an emotional 
statement after the theft of more' 
than 4,50flammal hades da t to be 
sold to help finance -his-'. country- 
wide network ' of . ambulances- •_ 
Edhi said gasmen beat' ambu- 
lance drivers and stole, the hides . 
of sheep, goals, cows, buffalo and' 
camels sacrificed in Kuadu and . 
Hyderabad during the weekend 

Musgm festiv&Lof EidAi Adha. 
Police said tbe thefts were carried 
out by criminals and political 
activists who wanted to sell the 
hides to rase funds for there own 

organisations. 


Miss Whfpiasfi taker 
on U.)CpoHt2cai . 
establishment 


LONDON <R) — Lihdi St Clair, 
better known as “Mss Whiplash" 
because of the sexual services she 
provides, wants to beat Britain’s 
members of parliament at their 
own game. As leader of the Cor- 
rective Party she has launched a 
hunt for 650 would-be politicians 
to fight every parliamentary seat 
at the next general election on a 
platform of decriminalising pros- 
titution. Since she advertised for 
candidates on the from page of a 


national newspaper just over a 
week ago, telephone- calls and 
letters have been flooding into 
the central London house she 
once ran as a thriving brothel 
with' op to a dazen women. “Ev- 
ery day I get a stack of mail.” she 
said in an interview. “It's coining 
in every day.” So far she has 
more than 80 potential candidates 
— enough to allow her to air 
political broadcasts .on national 
television when tbe general elec- 
tion campaign begins some time 
in the next 12 months. Despite 
her slim chances of winning even 


single seat, The Independent 
newspaper backed her stand, 
publishing an editorial which 
branded Britain’s prostitution 
laws “ambiguous and hypocritic- 
al. ” St Clair said she had spent 
the last 20 years as a “prominent 
sexual services worker.” Over 
that period she had numbered 
195 members of parliament 
among her clientele. 


Couple found guilty 
in endangered 
cat hunt 


KING CITY, California (R) - — A 
California rancher and his wife 
were found guilty of stocking 
their property with endangered 
species of lions, tigers and 
pards for hunters to shoot. 
Bengal tigers, a black jaguar, a 
mountain lion and a spotted 
leopard were among eight rats 
shot between May and July 1990, 
according to trial testimony! 
Hunters, who paid at least S 3,000 
fw the privilege, received the 
skins as trophies. Some animals 
were so docile they had to be 
pulled from their cages before 
they could be shot. A jury con- 
victed Floyd Lester Patterson, 35, 
on 35 counts of transporting en- 
dangered species for profit and 
possession of their body parts 
wrtbonta state permit. His wife 
Dawn, 31, was found guilty on 
seven counts. The couple face up 
to a year in jail and a $1,000 fine 
on each count. The jury was told 


$1,800 each from, an Arizona 
livestock dealer, although 

bovtim - . ® • 

may 


lawyers said the animals 
have come originally from Mex- 
ico. 
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